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Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New York 


Dear Dick: 


I have examined the 1776 Continental Dollar, Type 3+D, which you 
sent me for my opinion. The dark coloring,which is abnormal, 
aroused my suspicions immediately as it indicates a high degree 
of lead in the metal. The genuine coins were excellent pewter 
and had only about 10% lead in the mix, The displaced denticle 
opposite I in CONTINENTAL also appears unnatural and not the 
result of damage to this coin. 


The coin is overweight at 2674 er that is not determine 
ative. However, the specific gravity of the coin is h.1 which 
is far below the specific gravity of tin which is over 6, or 
high quality pewter which is close to 7. This coin therefore 
has air pockets or filler inside. The coin is, in my opinion, 
a cast which has been filled from the edge. The defective 

edge adjacent to the second N in CONTINENTAL appears to be the 
point of filling and you can note the unnatural differenee in 
texture between the circumference of this defect and the middle 
areae ® 


I conelude that the coin is a filled shell made by casting type 
metal, possibly by the centrifugal mevhod. The coin is returned 
herewith. ) | 

We are always glad to be of help in these matters. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 





EPN/atbd 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 


September 26, 1961 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.0.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 


Dear Dicks 


iy records show the following with respect to copper or brass 
Continental dollars. 


Mrse Norweb has variety 1-A and two specimens of 1-B. One 
specinen of 1-3 is more copper ecclored than brass. Fred Boyd 
had a 1-B in brass. I have a leA and a 1«8. This is the ex- 
tent of my knowledge as to where specimens are now, 


The Appleton collection at the Mass. Historical Society 
should have a leB as Appleton once acquired one. There was 
in the Seavey collection, No. hOh and No. hOS, two of these 
dollars in copper but I believe those were the Diekeson copies 
as Parmelee did not keep them because they were notin the 
Parmelee sale. The Sushnell collection, Lot 715, had an 
unidentified one in brass. The Jackman sale, item 202, 

hac a i~B, The Murdock sale had a 1l-A and says only two are 
known. The Woodward sale of October 18, 186h,has item 1h8h 
in brass. the sale of March 20, 1865, item 2698 has a 1A 
and the sale of December 29, 188k, item 1800 has a 1-B,. 


I hope the foregoing data will be helpful to you in figuring 
out how many there are, : 


There are no brass pieces of any other variety even though 
I said so in my pamphlet because Wayte Raymond listed another 
variety in brass. I have long sinee learned not to rely on 


listings of convenience. 
v dially, 
J 


f 


gs 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES ING. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 


September 26, 1961 


Mre Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 


Dear Licks 


Ny recerds show the following with respect to copper or brass 
Continental dollars. 


“rss Norweb has variety 1<-A and two specimens of 1-8, One 
Specinen of 1-3 is more copper colored than brass. Fred Boyd 
had a 1-B in brass. I have a 1l*A and a 1-B,. This is the ex- 
tent of my knowledge as to where specimens are now. 


fhe Appleton collection at the Mass. Historical Society 
should have a 1-B as Appleton once acquired one. There was 
in the Seavey collection, No. Oh and No. LOS, two of these 
dollars in copperbut I believe those were the Diekeson copies 
as Carmelee did not keep them because they were notin the 
Parmelee sale. The Bushnell collection, Lot 715, had an 
unidentified one in brass. The Jackman sale, item 202, 

had a 1-5, The Murdock sale had a l-A and says only two are 
known. The Woodward sale of October 18, 1866h,has item 18h 
in bress. The sale of March 20, 1865, item 2698 has a l«A 
and the sale of VDecember 29, 188h, item 1800 has a 1-8. 


i hope the foregoing data will be helpful to you in figuring 
out how many there are. 


There are no brass pieces of any other variety even though 

[ said so in my pamphlet because Wayte Raymond listed another 
variety in brass. I have long sinee learned not to rely on 
listings of convenience. 


G dialiy, 





ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 


Kiard EP chav 


P.O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0'763 


9/28/61 


Dear Eric: 

thanks for the info re Brass Continental dollars. It is helpful, but, without 
plates of all of them, it's difficu to say how many times the same piece 

came up in different sales. I find records of two iiore baat you didn't mention. 
Barle Sale (Charman 1912) Lot # 2134 and 2132 (s ilver) and the 1952 ANA sale 

Lot # 2415.. Neither Jenks nor Stickney had one. If you have all of these cat- 
alogues with nlates, could you compare the plates, and see how many, if any are 
the same? That ought to give us a fairly complete record. I have the two cat- 
alogues mentioned above, but none that you mentioned.° These two seem to be in 


(catalogued as 
the 


condition 
However, 


about the same 
be the same niece. 
desired. 


Kindest rega 


fine 
nlate in 


st fine) but don't seem to 
leaves a lot to be 


ana almo 
the 1952 catalorcue 


Sincerely, 
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July 19, 1962 


Mrs. Le R. Grossman 
R.R. #1 
Ludlow Falls, Ohio 


Dear Mrs. Grossman: 


We are sorry to advise you that the 1776 Continental 
Dollar you forwarded (Variety 1(1)-A) is made up by 
joining castings of each side. It is not struck. The 
joinder at the edge is visible in many places even 
though the edge design is partially there. The 
surface of the coin shows many casting pits from 

the sand and from cooling. The date is opposite 

the link with Pennsylvania instead of being opposite 
Meryland showing that the two parts were fitted 
together wrong. 


fhe weight is 315 grains; the specific gravity 6.1. 
It is made of type metal andnot silver. 


Accordingly, we are returning the coin herewith, It 
has only nominal value as a nice fake. 


This would have been a rare coin, if genuine. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman, President 


Certified Mail 
Return Receipt Requested 


BPN 
atb 
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Mp. Le R, Davis McKinney, Jr. 
P.0.Box 4601 | 
Dallas, Texas 


Dear Mr.MeKinney: 


Under separate cover there is returned the Continental 
Doliar variety 5-D which you were kind enough to forward 
for study. 


This is, unquestionably, a cast copy, in my opinion, The 
weight is 301 grains. The specific gravity is much too 
high at 6.1. The reverse is 275 degrees offset frou the 
obverse. The entire face of both sides of the coin has 
wider letters and uniformly less detail than an original. 
There are casting defects enlarging the letters unnatur- 
ally, particularly the left vase of the second WN and 

the base of the second T in CONTINENTAL and the base of 
CU, the second R and the E in CURRENCY. The port for 

the entry of the metal is at the A in CONTINENTAL on the 
obverse and opposite the New York link on the reverse 

and you will note the defects and chipping at these points 
as well as a thinner edge. The die break through the 
center of the links on the reverse is cast and not struck. 
The edge is artifiaially dented and scratched to indicate 
&® worn edge design. 


I am sorry the foregoing information is se dismal, as you 
were quite enthusiastic about the possibilities of this 
coin. Devilment was in progress in the early days as well 
&@s now. : 


Would it be possible for you to send the list of the Colonial 
coins you will have for auction so that I may examine those 
in which I may have an interest? I would be appreclative. 


The $1.00 you were kind enough to send has been entered as 
a gift to this foundation. 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIG P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EPN/atb EDUCATION SOCIETY 


November 16, 1962 


Mr.Charles Litman 
Coin Exchange 

Grant Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 19, Penna. 


Cont. Dollar 3¢ Wt. 265% grains Sp.Gr. 7.5 
Obverse much stronger than Reverse indicating casting 

not striking. Scratches on obverse from 2 to k o'clock 
between inner circles, MIND YOUR BUSINESS and E G FECIT 
blurred, not worn, Dull color indicating too much lead. 


A in CONTINENTAL improperly opposite Mass, link, making 
coin about 335” offset clockwise, 


Reverse has abnormal Spread of letters in AMERICAN CONGRESS 
Die break thru links cast, not struck, 
Edge lacks twin leaf design 


Unquestionably a cast. 





JOHN WORK GARRETT LIBRARY OF THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 





ELIZABETH BAER, Librarian 
SARAH E. FREEMAN, Curator, Numismatics 


4545 NORTH CHARLES STREET 
BALTIMORE 10, MARYLAND 


May 2, 1963 














EVERGREEN HOUSE 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 

I wrote you a letter the other day, and then tore it up before I 
mailed it, since, in retrospect, it seemed exceedingly stupid. I had been 
momentarily enthused over the possibility of having located another 180) 
dollar for you, but second thought prevailed - that it must, of course, be an 
altered date, and that you already knew all about it. Since I have another 
reason for writing today, I'll at least tell you about it. 

Cataloguing department at the University was cleaning out some miscellany 
the other day, and turned over to me a single copy of "The Museum," a quarterly 
publication of the museum in Newark, New Jersey. This is for Summer, 1960. 

The issue is devoted to a little known segment of the museum's holdings, the 
Frank I. Liveright Collection of coins, presented to the museum in 1925. It 
contains about 6500 pieces, ancient to modern - about 1800 U.S. items, including 
an 180) silver dollar, which is illustrated as one of the rarieties. Only the 
obverse is illustrated. To my untutored eye, alteration, if any, is not very 
obvious. 

This is my other problem. I am the local authority on numismatic problems. 
At least, I can usually come up with the answers, since I do know how to read, 
and have a fair library. Most of the inquiries are for identification of 
"ancients." Dealers and the local collectors usually know all the answers 
(more than I do) in the U.S. field. But Tom Warfield sent a man out to see me 
on Monday with two "coins" which he said had been in the family for years, and 
having come across them again recently, he was inspired to find out what they 
were. Tom apparently would not stick his neck out. Since I was busy at the 
time, I kept them, and today extended the loan indefinitely wtil I could come 
up with a complete answer, in one instance to satisfy my own curiosity. 

In the other instance, it is because I have mislaid the reprint which you 
sent me some years ago of an article on "Continental Currency." So help me, 1 
have spent twd days looking for it, and it will probably turn up right on the 
desk six weeks from now. Anyway, one piece is what appears to be "Continental 
Currency" in pewter. It's old, and with some nicks and scratches; meaning that 
it is not modern. Lacking your article, I checked it against ours, and the 


_ ,@varieties illustrated in Raymond, Crosby, and others. It differs from all. 


So would you take me off the hook, by letting me know whether you had this 
variety, and if it is a restrike of some kind. There is no signature. FUGIO 

is in much smaller letters, and the letters in CONTINENTAL CURHENCY are more 
closely spaced, with about 3/8 inch blank each side of date. On the other side, 
the four top rings from left to right are, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
Hamshire, and Georgia, as customarily abbreviated. There are also some other 
differences like a period between AMERICAN and CONGRESS etc. I suppose itis a 
fake, but I won't say so yet. 


The other piece drove me crazy for a couple of days, and I still know 
very little. It also is of pewter and exactly the same size. But I more 
or less rightly concluded that it was a medal, and consequently more up my 
alleye The only place I found it listed - in an old Woodward catalog - 
it, with two or three other varieties are titled "Continental Seals." 

This piece has the design used on the $6 Continetal Currency (paper) - beaver 
nibbling on a palm tree, etc., and the motto "Perseverando." On reverse, 
inscription about amount issued, Nov. 29th, 1775. This is the first time, I 
have ever seen or even heard about these. Do you know anything about them? 
Particularly date or circumstances of issue? I thought this one, or both, 
might be Centennial issues, but can't find it in any of those lists. 

Any information you can give me about either piece would be much 
appreciated. I can pass on some, and learn a lot myself. 


Sincerely, 


May 7, 1963 


Dr.Sarah £.Preeman — 
Garrett Library 

Johns Hopkins University 
LSu5 North Charles Street 
Baltimore 10, Maryland 


Dear Sally: 


Your letter of May 2, 1963 was refreshing and it is 
a pleasure to correspond with friends who are sin- 
cerely interested in numismatics. (This is a rarity 
today). | 


Thank you for calling my attention to the Liveright 
180 doliar. This is just another alteration which 
iI did not include in the bookbecause I felt it would 
unnecessarily hurt the Newark Museum. I did advise 
them that it was an alteration. 


The pewter Continental Dollar whieh you deseribe 

is a struck copy known as the Dieckeson copy. It is 
illustrated in my pamphlet in the Coin Collector's 
Journal for July, 1952 and is also G¢eseribed in 
Kenny's “Struck Copies of Barly Emerican Coins". 

It was issued about 187) and is improperly referred 
to as a Centennial restrike. 


The piece with “Perseverando" is a concoction pre- 
pared by thomas L, Elder, in the early twentieth 
century, and is described on page 15 of Kenny's 
pamphlet on struck copies. 


Both of the foregoing come in various metals and 

mulings of the Dickeson copy with the Elder dies 

have also been made. Hope that the foregoing in- 
formation satisfies your inquiry. 


Turn about is fair play so I am going to ask you if 
you know anything about printing from lead cuts made 


oe | May 7, 1963 
Dr. Sarah BE, Freeman 


from castings of actual leaves. Certain of the Col- 
onial paper money contains cuts of leaves. ‘These 
cuts were obviously prepared from real leaves and 

we are searching for any clue as to how this process 
was accomplished, whether with hot wax, plaster, 
clay, or otherwise. It may have been concealed be- 
cause of its possible use by counterfeitors. 


I am locking forward to the ooportunity of working 

on a few coins in your collection whenever the occasion 
permits and, in the meantime, don't tear up any more 
letters you were going to write me, 


Gordially yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAW 


EBPW/atb 


JOHN WORK GARRETT LIBRARY OF THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


ELIZABETH BAER, Librarian 


4545 NORTH CHARLES STREET 
SARAH E, FREEMAN, Curator, Numismatics 


BALTIMORE 10, MARYLAND 
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EVERGREEN HOUSE 
May 10, 1963 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks for all the information in your nice letter. I regret to 
say though that it can't all be right. May be Kenney is to blame. That is 
chiefly why I have never happened to think enough of his work to buy it, 
though I have decided I better had. 


I'll take your word on the Dickeson copy of the Continental Dollar. 
‘owever the medal with the Perseverando type on the issue of continental 
currency could not possibly have been concocted by Thomas L. Elder in the 
early twentieth century. I found it and three others with different types 
grouped under the heading "Continental Seals" in Woodward's 19th, 1878. 

And since then have found a mule of two obverse types - one of them the 
Perseverando - amongst miscellaneous American medals in bronze, in Woodward's 
Sth, 1864. This is almost, if not the, earliest auction catalog I have 


here, so I can't track back any further. Anyway, a little more research 
is called for, don't you think? 


Dr. Sarah Freeman | 
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore 18, Maryland 


Dear Sally: 


You have taught me never to rely on books. After 
studying your letter I went to work in my library 
and have the following revised conclusions. 


The pewter Continental dollar is a Uiekeson struck 
copy. I have found it struck in copper as Item 3108 

in the Woodward Sale of March 20, 1665. Whether struck 
in pewter at that time I have no evidence but would 
assume 60. Checking my earlier sale catalogues pro- 
duced nothing. 


In the same sale, Lot 3107 has the Continental dollar 
obverse with the beaver reverse. Lot 3109 is a mul- 
ing of the altar and "Confederation" on one side with 
an inscription on the other indiceting that $3,000,000 
in Continental currency was issued in November, 1775. 
Lot 3110 has an eagle and pelican fighting on one 

side and the $3,000,000 inscription on the other, 

The foregoing is conelusive of the fact that Dickeson 
made six Gies relating to the Continental eurrenecy 
and muled them. I have located a few of these pieces 
in my ccellecticn,. 


in 1917 Thomas L. Elder, whe had acquired these dies, 

prepared propaganda relating to the kaiser, to the 

Lusitania, and to other so-called patriotic mattere 

end struck pieces with various Dickeson dies on one 

side and the patriotic propaganda on the other. I 

have loceted a couple of these in my collection, 

Whether Elder made any more of the type without his 

propagende and using only the “ickeson‘original dies 
go not know, but I believe not as he too was a 

"nut" and the older pieces had no value then. 


-2< . May 1h, 1963 
Dr. Sarah Freeman 


I also note in the 186) Woodward eatalogue which 
you call to my attention the fact that Dickeson had 
already made a copy of the Sommer Islands piece and 
4t is mentioned in that sale. 


I, naturally, confirm your finding of lot 1992 in 

the Cetober is, 186 Woodward sale which is a combin- 
ation of the beaver and the altar dies. Now, perhaps, 
we are in accord. 


The matter of the uee of actual leaves for making 
cuts to print early currency instead of heving then 
drawn is, in my opinion, almest a proven reality. 
Nature printing was apparently discovered in Americs 
with a leaf being smoked in lamp bleck and then 
pressed between two pieces of paper. Subsequently, , 
in Germany end by Franklin bimeelf, a leaf wae soaked 
in printing ink and preased between paper in books. 
fhe leaf could be used many times. I have seen the 
German books and there is one by Franklin in the 
Philedelphia Library Company. 


The next experiments were with cloth being used in 
similar fashion. 


Then comes the unknown hiatus of the paper money whieh 
is obviously printed with metal cuts and these cuts 
were made from casts from actual leaf molds. How this 
was done wae the mystery. Sy 1855, in England,plants 
were pressed between a steel plate and a soft metal 
plate leaving an impression in the seft plate which 
was then used to print a book. What happened during 
the American Colonial printing did not happen by 
accident as the colonies of Sew Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and Maryland all used leaf designs to pre- 
vent counterfeiting es well as the Gontinental currency. 
You can tell your friends with interest in printing 

or botanieal illustration that their help would be 
most appreciated as this subject is endlessly intrigue 
ing. Ineidentally, omall size leaves were selected 

to fit the paper money and some of these did not 

even fit. is resulted in immature specimens of 
leaves which are auch more difficult to identify. 


oj May 14,1963 
De. Sarah Freeman 


Because leaves from nut trees were used on the paper 
money I understand why you think I absorbed too much 
ef the fruit but please do not "leaf" me to atruggle 
alone on this research. 


Sincerely, 


SRIC P, NEWMAN 


BPN/atb 


P.O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


ER; is a &p: [ LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
icnar icnrer AREA Cope 516 « MAYFAIR 1-0763 


9/3/63 





Dear Eric: 


Thanks for the letter. Enjoyed the comment. Don't recall what photo I asked for 

at the moment, just returned from vacation after the Denver convention, and have 

a mekk months mail to go thru. If you can find my letter, and send the one I need, 
fine, if not, one of these days I'll discover what I lack. Meanwhile, I just rec- 
eived this coin from LESTER MERKIN. He got it from Europe. It looks good, but only 
weighs 202 grains, where mine weighs 248. With so much going on over there, I felt 
that it would be agood idea for you to see it. You can return it directly to L.M., 
but, I would appreciate a copy of your report to him. Nothing much else new, buf, 
by the time I have your reply to this, I should have caught up on all this mail, and 
may have a few things to report. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely] Bae: Par 


November 15, 1963 


Librarian 

British Museum 

Great Russell Street 
London W.C.1, England 


Dear Sirs 


I am particularly interested in obtaining a 
a photocopy of the appropriate portion of the ~~ rr 
LONDON CHRONICLE for December 21, 1776, which 
contains language, more or less, as follows: 


"Letters from an officer of the 6th Reg. 
in York Island to his friend in town, 


'The Congress have established a Mint at 
Philadelphia, where they coin copper and silver 
pieces about the size of half a crown: In silver 
go for twelve shillings, in copper for fourteen 
pence,'* 


Please include the portion quoted as 
well as any indication as to who the officer 
was who sent in the letter and to whom it might 
have been sent. 


I will be more than glad to remit the amount 
of the cost. 


This exeerpt is being sought in connection 
with research which I am conducting in the numis- 
matic field and some of the men in the numismatic 
section of the museum are familiar with my work. 


I will be grateful for your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC PP, NEWMAN 

P.O.Box 1020 

St.Louis, Missouri 63178 
U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 


| 


November 15, 1963 


Mr. Don Taxay 

New Netherlands Coin Company 
1 West h7th Street. 

New York 36, New York 


Dear Bons 


I am writing to England for a photocopy 
of the newspaper with the 1776 comment about 
the Philadelphia coins. It is possible that 
this Army officer saw both silver and copper 
specimens of the Continentel Dollar and heard 
that they were being made in Philadelphia. 


I will have to do a lot of calculation 
to figure cut the amount they were to circulate 
for. The 12 shillings for the silver piece aust 
relate to a depreciated New York shilling of 
account or a depreciated Pennsylvania shilling 
of account. The reference te the size of the 
pieces, I presume, is to their diameter rather 
than te their weight. 

De you happen to know who turned in this 
excerpt with the initial "G"? He seems to turn 
in several items and I will run this down - unless 
you already have an educated guess. I don't know 
whether his first or last name begins with "G". 


Thank you, again, for calling this to my 
attention as it is really exciting. 


Best regards, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 
EPN/a th 


PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE, 
THE BRITISH MUSEUM, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Date as postmark 


I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your communication 


Lid Meee Ce 168 Re , which is receiving attention. 


In any future communication please quote our Reference 


Number PS/..~S../. hia oe 
Yours faithfully, 





The following is an extract from British Museum Regulations for the supply of photographs. 


“ All photographs (as defined in the copyright Act, 1956) are the copyright of the Trustees of the 


British Museum and may not be reproduced without permission.” 


d POSTAG! 
 REVENUI 





If undelivered, return to:— AL. S ‘ A ° 


BRITISH MUSEUM, 
LONDON, W.C.1. M712317 888/522 


THE BRITISH MUSEUM, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Our “ef; PS3/44463 6th December, 1963. 


Eric P, Newman, Esq., 

P.O. Box 44020, 

St. Louis, Missouri 634178, 
U.0. 8. 


Dear’ Sir, 


Thank you for your letter dated 15th November. I regret to 
inform you we still cannot trace the item you require from details given. 
v@ would like to know if you have quoted the correct Newspaper. if so, 
we cannot trace the item in the British Museum. We regret, therefore, 
we cannot be of any assistance to you regarding this itemnS. : ana 


Yours faithfully, 


Ue be 


Photographic service ree 








Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEW YorRK 36, N. Y. — 





PHONES PLAZA 7-5245-6 


Dear Eric, 


If the enlosed letter meets with your approval, will you please send me 
a letter to send to Coin World asking them to return your letter to me. It seems 
that Mrs. Russell is a very undependable person, and I would like to have our . 
articles (JJF has also submitted one) published somewhere else, if possible, perhaps ip 
-n Numismatic News. Let me know what you think of this. ( at wot get sact Fhe oveg na ha € 
[It seems that the 6th Regiment arrived in New York (from Boston) with Howe 
on August 1, 1775. They came to Boston way back in 1769, but whether they ever got near 
Phila. I have yet to learn. York Island was apparently the British name for Manhatten 
Island, but I will get confirmation of this. If the Mass. cents of 1776 had ever 
circulated they could have been one source of the confusion, but, perhaps, the 
original version of the Chronicle article will shed more light. 


Regards, 


Ot Dox 


December 13, 1963 
Dear Doh, 


Enclosed is my disappointing 
correspondence with the British 
Museum. I now suspect that the 
dateline on the article is 
December 21, 1776 or the date of 
the letter is December 21, 1776, 
and the item might have been pub- 
lished a month later than that. 


Do you knew anybody in 
London who would look this up for 
us? 


This irritating problem is 
nothing new to either of us. 


Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 


pDecl4,196% 


Dear Don: | 

I reconsidered the London Chronicle matter after 
writing you and feel that the date Dec 21,1776 might be 
either the date of the letter from New York to the friend 
in London , or the dateline of the article in the newspaper 
and not necessarily the date of the newpaper. However I find 
that the New York Public Library has the London Chronicle for the 
period in question an’ you can find the proper date and article 
there. Isnt it lucky to find a London newspaper right under 
your nose with a book of English newspapers in Averica which 
was in a library one block away from my home. Happy hunting. 


We will write an article together on this item, as you suggested. 
am Very excited to hear if you find the source. 


Eric P. Newman 








Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 : 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEw YorK 36, N. Y. 





PHONES PLAZA 7-5245-6 


Dec. 29, 1963 


Mr. Eric P.. Newman 
OO Washington Ave. 
Hdison Bros. Stores 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Eric, 


Despair springs eternal! (And it might be added, "from all directions"). 
First, re Mr. Bushnell. It seems that beginning with June 28, 1857, Augustus Sage 
wrote a series of weekly articles on numismatics for the New "York Sunday Dispatch. 
They were general articles embracing ancient and U.S. coins, and during his peregrin- 
ations into the U.S. series he said, among other rediculous things, that the Nova 
coppers and the Fugios were struck in Massachusetts. Bushnell, kam in the spirit of 
massacre, wrote retaliatory articles (they were really just letter‘ to the editor) 
in which he ridiculed Sage unmercifully and which resulted in Sage retiring after 
the September 13 issue. Bushnell said that the Nova coppers and Fugios were not struck 
in Mass., but he made no positive contribution. That is the sum and substance of the 
matter. I recall reading in Banker's magazine, either in 1857 or 1858 that Bushnell 
was pngaged in writing a history of United States coins. I think the statement was 
made at the beginning of one of the articles by Hiccox. I am convinced that the 
missing Bushnell notes was originally part of the set of holographs now in the posses- 
sion of my relative in California. The work on wampum which I perused was entitled 
Numismatic Notes, Vol. 1, and the implication is thus that somewhere there should be 
a volume 2. I will widen xen inoguire of my relative whether he knows the 
pedigree of the books that we may be able to trace them. 
Now, re the London Chronicle. I spent two mipnings at the Library reading 

from Oct. 12 1776 to March 1777, with the notable exception of from Dec. 1 to 
Dec. 31, 1776 which did not exist. How ironic that the two most important weeks 
are the only ones missing! To make a long story short I did not turn up the elusive 
article, though I havemno;:doubtethat it does exist anmuxthakxxkxisxgexuine as there 
were many others of similar style, a few of which also referred to New York as York 
island. I did, however,run across a few other interesting articles. One, dated 
Jan. 6, 1777, said that the @ontinental notes were no longer passable in Philadelphia. 
"except on such terms as shew that the purchasers only mean to traffic with them a 
little further southward.." The article went on to say that a piece of coin was scarcely 
to be seen in the country, especially since Oct. when C nnecticut made the Continentals 
legal tender," KSNHSYSESSXXMENSXTLXWHUXAXMBENSXWHUXH and also that gold, silver and 
even copper coins were all carefully hoarded. Doesn't it seem strange that Congress 
would strike coins which it knew would immediately be hoarded, and never circulate? 

Another tidbit of possible interest, in the Feb. 18, 1777 Chronicle says "Silver 
‘being very scarce at Birmingham, some persons there bien coined dollars of mixed metal, 
which pass for 4S 6d at that place, but they will not pass any where else." In all 
probability this refers to Spanish milled dollars, but it caught my eye. 

I have yet to go through the Philadelphia papers for 1776, and will have to go 
to that city in a few weeks. It seems inconceivable to me that no mention exists anywhere 
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January 3, 196) 


Dear Andy, 


I am looking for a comment coneerning certain 
coins in the London CGhronielé newspaper. The only issues 
whieh have not been checked in the period in question 
are those running from December 1), 1776 to December 31, 
1776. The excerpt is supposed to be in the December 21 
issue but the British Museum say they cannot find it 
there. Somebody is wrong but at least you only have a 
few issues to check as I have had someone else check the 
issues both before and after the above-mentioned period. 


fhe newspaper is at the Boston Public Library 
but it may be in a reserve or annex so you better telephone, 
first, to see when it is available. 


I will be very grateful if you locate the item 
and would like to have the exact text if you find it, and, 
for that purpose, you can order a photocopy for me. Happy 
hunting! 


You have now advanced from proofreader,to 
grammarian,to a source Sherlock. 
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Director Eckert and continued his malignant designs. At other times, Patterson 
served as Acting Director and Acting Assayer’ knxi#6# He resigned from the 
Mint when Snowden came in, but in 1868 was still trying to get Longacre fired! 
The Expenses of the Continental Congress under the Board of Treasury 
are vague and do not tell us whatwe want to know. There is .o mention of 
Gallaudet, of dies, of a Mint or anything else, but there are many sundries 
which could include these items. Since no: vouchers now exist, however, these 
records are useless. They may, however, be of interest to you in your work on 
pa er currency as there are many references for payment to persons for conduct- 
ing the money to different places, for the purchase of reams of paper etc. 
When I was there these ledgers had been microfilmed up to 1781 and they were 
in the process of finishing them. The roll up to that date cost $8.00 and if 
you sent in a check for that amount to the attention of Mxmxxkx Dr. Hope Hold- 
camper, you could probably have it sent right away. Has your son Andrew had 
the opportunity yet to check the Chronicle’? When are you coming in to N.Y.? 
I have some fantastic items to show you. By the way, I found out that Mr. 
Anthony de Francisci is still living in N.Y. and he is letting me an original 
sketch which the Fine Arts Commission wanted to use for the Peace Dollar. 
Fancy thats P.S. and important. Gan you please send me the date of the AJN 
article I sent you on the 1776 Mint in Phiij delphia. I have misplacec Hy orig- 


inal copy. Best regards, ; oat 
Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Caden 








FORM #105 


TO 


Mr. Don Taxay | ___ FROM 


MEMORANDUM | February 3, 196) 


Erie P. Newman 


Dear Don: 


If the lawyers for Arco wish copies of the charges 
brought against members of the Stack family, I believe they can 
obtain this from the index of the defendants in the United States 
District Court in New York. Whatever is in the file is a public 
record. There was publicity in the Coin World about it, I believe. 


As to the Continental Dollars, I have checked the 
indices of the Papers of the Continental Congress with respect 
to their content and did not find anything. However, looking 
through the papers, themsé@@ves, is something I have never done. 


I have never seen the Robert Morris Diary for 1776, if 
it exists. 


EPN/atb 


April 7, 1964 


Dear Dad: 
Enclosed is the appropriate photostat. Jody spotted it first. 


The issue in question is THE LONDON CHRONICLE for 1776 
Vol au 
Noe 3128 

"From SATURDAY, December 21, to TUESDAY, December 24, 1776." 
[pages 601-608] 


on Page 606, under "Tuesday, Dec. 24." in columns 2 and 3 is 
"Extract of a Letter from an Officer of the 64th Regiment, in 
York-island, to his Friend in Town." 


You are interested in Column 3, paragraph 3, which reads exactly 
as quoted in American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. 26, No. 2 
(Oot. 1891), pv. 453 


The Congress have established a Mint at Phi- 
ladelphia, where they coin copper and silver 
pieces about the size of half a crown: In silver 
go for twelve shillings, in copper for fourteen 
pence, 


it was fun to do this tidbit of research for you.e Next time 
I hope I can provide less talk, more action, 


Love, 


bob / 
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THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK é p 
MONEY MUSEUM 


Rockefeller Center 


1254 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020 


May 7, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you so much and thank Andrew for tracking down the 
illusive London Cronicle article. Also forgive me for not 


acknowledging your favor earlier. 


I shall be in St. Louis May 27-29, when I hope to have a 
long talk with you. 


Kindest Regards, 


ys 


Don Taxay 
Curator 


DT sht 


June 15, 196) 


Dr.Sarah E. Freeman 

dohn Work Garrett Library 
Johns Hopkins University 
@buS North Charles Street 
Baltimore 10, Maryland 


Dear Sally, 


Thank you for your nice letter of June 12, You said 
thet you had a feeling that I was going to stop ne you 
questions and you know I would not do that. | 


I certainly stand corrected on the comment I nade 
many years ago about the edge design. That information was 
given to me by someone else and it taught me a lesson as 
I learned it was wrong many years ago. I have no hesi- 
taney in correcting my previous errors in subsequent publi- 
cations or any other time, 


I am very shocked by your statement that there are 
variations in the leaves on the edges of the Continental 
Dollars. This will have to be checked very carefully against 
a substantial group of specimens as the die which put these 
on might have varied in the leaf structure from one end to 
the other. My understand“is that there is no relationship 
to the edge leaf design and the border beading and that 
the leaf design could begin at any place on the circumference 
right side up or upside down. 


There is merely one thing to be done. That is to 
study the matter seriously, but if you would like to do a 
little project with me on this matter I would be delighted. 
My own collection has about 7 Continental Dollars and I 
will begin by studying the points which you made. 


Thank you for being so prompt and cooperative. 


Cordially, 


| ERIC P. WEWMAN 
EPN/atb 





39 Donna Street 
Weat P eabody, NNaas.. 01962 


December 8, 1964 
Dear Enric, 


Hectic, hectic, hectic, what a month. Id is a good thing I don't have 
a job, frankly f don'4 know what 1 would do. 


L heard about George, and t am afraid this is something f think will 
continue on and on until he gives up fos good one of these days. 1'm chad 
you god the Plates all night, and you tne night abou assumptions and alk that, 
bud, it does have the ball motley 2o we'll see what happens now. John 
Fond sent his back because it hac! a minon bend from the mail delivery, 20 f 
sond is money back. He probol. trinks I'LL send along a new one, but he 

woken gues COMLND. L doke Vin I didn'4 have the negatives cnd would 
ro more copies, and nature shalk think you have the negctives, 
and L'LL Let him go on that wor. ‘ictuall, the negatives belong to the Idudio 
but £ don't wank to distribute then all over the place. Un all the copies 
L sent out L marked the back “Not for reproduction on publication, and yohn 
was against that also, 40 now he can acratch himself, 


Now, the neason 1 am writing is to tél you f have seen ae Scodd 
write 1 was in New York this ee. and 1 saw the (ontinental bolist pete 
Ugh, what a disqusting sight. Ihe presentation case was a plastic holder of 
“lucite, with the following, in it, (URRENG, (URRY (E.G. FEAT), QUREG, 
the Indian Peace tliedak with the Ringed reverse, and a cast copy of the 
CURACY in copper. The UREMY WAS UKC., THE (URRY (E.G. FECII/ Une. but 
noé nice, and the (URRENY badly, beaten up, the reace medal well wean, the 
cast copy nice, but! What a Let down, no? He also showed me 4} tiicasachusetts 
Silver pieces that he wanted 28,000.00, for which included about 5 WV pieces, 
all the nest junk Oh well 20 tre bubble bursts. Incidentally, he wanted 
4500.00 fon the (ontinental VoLlars. 


before you send along any 1775's for me to check, would it be possible 
to see the remainder of the Machin Mills pieces that I do not know of finst? 
Guess that is about it for now. Nothing else ia new except 1 picked up 
a beautif~ul 1778 10-1 with no die breaks at all. 
You should see Art Kagin drying to spend $250, 000.00 at the GEA Convention, 
what a job. ALL the dealers were very happy to say the Least. oxtta go. 
Very dincenrely, 
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P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


ER: I, | a Lf: [ LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
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Dear Eric: 


Thanks for the prompt return of the counterstamped piece, and your run-down 
on it. I loaned it to Ted, and he'll be returning it in a day or so, when 
I'll be able to play with it, and then write you my comments. Lester Merkin 
owned one of the Brass dollars that came from England, and sold it to one 

of his customers. I feel certain that if you write him, he'll try to bor- 
row it for your examination. Benedetti owned the other, and I don't know 
whether omemet he sold it, or still has it. You might write him about it, 
he's Pickwick coins, the fellow whose ads you like so much. I have a worn 
one that I've owned a few time} but originally purchased from Horace Brand 
about 8 or 9 years ago. Would you want to see this one. I sold a nicer one 
a few months ago. This one came to me in 1961, from a man in this country 
who had it about 10 years, and acquired it from an American collection. I 
can probably borrow this one if you'd like to see it. I'm not sure, but, I 
can ask. 


Kindest regards, 
Sincerely, 


Lease een aa a =o 


Yee 


March 17, 1965 


Mr. Jerry BE. Tralins 
Jerry's Coin Shop 
168 Hialeah Drive 
Hialeah, Florida 


Dear Mr. Tralins: 


The Fugio Dollar variety 3«D which you forwarded 
weighs 277 grains and has a specific grevity of 7.8. It 

is unusual in that its sireumferenee is very ovaloeid and 
irregular, the largest diameter being 1-9/16" and the 

smaller diameter being 1<15/32*, This results in the links 
for the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia 
being partially eut off at the rim of the ecin. Fhis is 
Strange as all plamchets I have seen are round and uniform. 
The edge overlaps the South Carolina and Georgia links whieh 
would indicate that the edge design was rolled on after the 
piece was made. This is strange. There is only a trace of. 
the die break through the center of the links and it looks 
cast, not struck. ‘this die break occurred when the die was 
hardened by cooling. The coin is very weak in the B of FECIT 
and in the 6 of the date, but this could occur in striking. 


Most of the reverse is much weaker than the front, 
particularly the links of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
and Maryland, and this is strange. On the back ef the ™ in 
AMERICA appears to have defeets which are cast and not the 
result of damage to the coin itself. The defect in the New 
Hampshire link is obviously actual damage to this coin itself. 
On the obverse the dent in the © of GONTIVENTAL also appears 
to be cast and not the result of damage to the coin. There 
are other letters which have dents which appear cast rather 
than from damage to this coin, The edge design is exceedingly 
worn looking and weak when compared to the eondition of the 
coin as a whole. 


Unfortunately, the lumps and holes ean oecur in pewter 
strikings and so this does not seem to affect the matter 
either way. | 


Page 2 Mareh 17, 1965 


Mr. Jerry E,Tralins 
Jerry's Coin Shop 
168 Hialeah Drive 

Hialeah, Florida 


Otherwise the coin looks quite normal. If it is a 
cast it is an exeelient one. I cannot understand how the edge 
floral design could be put on after the face designs were. 
put on, but the edge rolling device would have to do tricks 
to handle deviations in diameter. 


Because there were dangerous casts 90 years ago, I 
suspect this may be one of them. If I were sure I would 
gay so. I am not. I feel the piece could best be tested 
by nondestructive X-ray spectroscopy for chemical content 
and for cast vs. striking by Xeray fluorescence. This 
is just one of the many pieces where I do not find a 
positive clue one way or the other on visual examination. 
Pewter is the easiest material to east and that makes it 
quite difficult. Perhaps the opinion of another person 
would help. : | 


ik Sincerely, 


ERIC P. WEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPS /atb 


JOHN WORK GARRETT LIBRARY OF THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


4545 NORTH CHARLES STREET 
BALTIMORE 10, MARYLAND 


ELIZABETH BAER, Librarian ; 
SARAH E. FREEMAN, Curator, Numismatics a 
/ 








EVERGREEN HOUSE April 6, 1965 


Dear Eric: 

I was just prepared to go down in the vault and look at some more 
coins for you, when I re-read your recent "memorandum." and decided I did 
not have to. You must have gotten me mixed up with two other people. 
I have never inquired of Don Taxay about anything, let alone a misplaced 
edge design on a Fugio dollar. 


He wrote me in December with the same inquiry you had made earlier 
about the edge designs on the Robert Morris patterns and Continentals. 
As I had already told you, they were all different. Fugios, however, 
have never entered the picture. As far as I can remember, we do not have 
any oval ones. If you want me to check the edges on our Fugios, let me 
know. 


As for edge designs in general, I do think there is some work to 
be done, and you may not yet have figured out the method. when I wrote 
you last June about the Continentals etc., I questioned how the beading 
could get down on the edge, and I haven't had any answers to that yet. 
I pass the buck to you on all coin research (early American, that is), 
but will be glad to furnish any information you may desire. 


We have been terribly busy lately moving books. Have a magnificent 
new library at Hopkins, on the campus. Evergreen, however, remains or 
becomes the rare book division, and also Special collections, which includes 
numismatics. So we now have the numismatic library - or most of it - out 
here, where it belongs with the collection. 


Am otherwise busily engaged in gathering information for what should 
be a rather fascinating contributiong on some medals, and trying to figure 
out if the material is available to do a work on botanical medals for "Huntia," 
which I have been asked to do. At the moment, I wish I were twins. 


Yours, 


Walter Breen 
Box 1032 
Berkeley 1, California 


May 12, 1965 


Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, Mo. 63178 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your various notes. I will be shortly in a position 
to have X-ray spectrography done on the coin you allude to. I am 
very much in need of this gervice and not only for the piece you 
promise«to send on. If you had X-ray spectrography done on other 
coins, was it only through George Fuld? 


I have seen one other oval Fugio dollar in pewter. This piece is on 
an extremely wide planchet, and has full border beading on both sides, 
but has a plain edge. The piece has been tested by X-ray spectrog- 
raphy, X-ray density analysis, and other tests, and appears to be of 
approximately the same composition as other Fugio dollars. There 

is a fairly considerable variation in these. I can &now reveal what 
has never before been published about them. They are more than 95% 
pure tin. Lead content is almost negligible. If lead appears at 
all, it is as an impurity rather than as a constant constituent of 
these coins. More details later on. Variations in specific gravity 
undoubtedly resuit from exposure of the coins to cold and @® con- 


sequent changes in the atiteebie nature of the tin. ‘2 eS 
allotrs pie ee een 
Very best regards. 7.31 prec 
/ 
a 
Sincerely, The dhe fir be 
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ae ‘ees / Lem Atn—-ans 
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Walter Breen 


WB/em 


Walter Breen 
Box 1032 
Berkeley 1, California 


Eric P. Newman 
P.O. Box 14620 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Eric: 


I have also used ee oS Electronics Laboratories in Mount Vernon, 
New York, but it is a matter of fairly considerable time and effort 
to get a coin done by them, although the results have normally been 
worth it. Should you find that Monit Santo Chemical Company in St. 
Louis can make available to you a person qualified to use such 
equipment, or should you become able to use and interpret X-Ray 
Spectrography equipment, please let me know at the earliest possible 
opportunity, so that I can forward several coins which desperately 
need such treatment, including among others a 1943 Bronze Cent ste 
and a 1944 Steel Cent, all sent to me for authentication. 


Why would not the spring loading on one of the edge lettering guides 
in a @astaing machine? 


Pewter normally refers to tin, deliberately alloyed with lead and 
often with other heavy metals or metalloids such as arfimony. I have 
not heard any specific indication of the percentage of heavy metals 
to be found therein. It would appear to me that 95% or more ¢in 
would make a coin fall less within the c&t@gory of pewter than in the 
category of tin pieces. 


If I can have access to X-Ray Spectrography equipment, I will be able 
to provide you with the assay on one or more Fugio Dollars. I have 
never anywhere heard of these Dollars being called Tin Dollars! 


I must respectfully but firmly disagree with your claim that Fugio 
Dollars are "not subject to tin disease". I have myself seen numerous 
specimens showing it. I have seen it in many different stages of 
advancement, or decomposition if you will. Undoubtedly pewter was 
considered better as it had more tin, merely because tin was both 
brighter and more expensive than lead, which was the other common 
constituent.of existing British pewters. Best regards. 


Sincerely, 


4 all ire 


Walter Breen 


WB/em 


RICHARD PICKER, Inc 
P.O. ey yun on 


NEW YORK _ 11507 
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Mr. Richard Picker 
Albertson, Long Island, New York 11507 


Dear Diek: 


You have submitted to me ae Fugio Doller Variety 1 (1) ¢ 
which weighs 277 grains and has a speeific gravity of 7.5. 


It has a very weak appearance and shows no wear, indi- 
eating it is a casting. 


It has a plain edge and all genuine specimens have a 
floral edge. Therefore, the plain edge is indicative of a 
easting. : . 


The NE in CONTINENTAL has @ connection which is the 
result of a casting defect. 


There ig a lump opposite the second S in CONGRESS whieh 
is a casting defect. ‘ial 


There is a lump opposite the Virginia link which is a 
casting defeet. 


the foregoing indications prove the coin is a casting 
without the necessity of going intothe question of the specific 
gravity, the nature of the obverse crack, the improper color 
of the metal, or e nondestructive K«ray analysis of the metal. 


Many of these casts are rather old, some having appeared 
almost one hundred years ago. All genuine coins were struck. 


The coin is returned herewith and it is always interest~- 
ing to have the opportunity to examine questionable pieces, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIG P,NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION 
EPH /a th SOCIETY 


4 Acton Street 
Rochester,New York 14615 
September 2, 1965 


Mr. Eric P.Newman 
P.O.Box 14020 : 
St.Louis, Missouri 63176 


Dear Erics 


I am enclosing in this letter my money order for $32.70, which is 
my One fifth share of George Fuld's expenses. 


I am also enclosing whet is purported to be a 1776 Continental 
Currency dollar. Do you have any idea when it may have been made? 
after you have looked at it, please return it to me with your 


comments. 1 hed the piece with me in Houston, hoping to show it 
to you there, but apparently you could not make the convention. 


With best regards, 
Sincerely, , | 
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October hk rs 1965 


Me, John Pittman 
Acton Street 
Rochester, New York 14615 


Dear John: 


The Continental Dollar 2eC, which you sent, is, 
in my opinion, an olderude cast, poasibly made in two 
ee It weighs 2h) grains end has a speeifiec grevity. 
Of 5456 


It ig improperly made because if the coin is 
rotated on its obverse the vertical axis reverse is 160 
clockwise. The center of the obverse is much weaker than 
the border areas due to casting shrinkage. The edge design 
is week but complete, An examination of the edge next 
te the links of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Connecticut, 
looks like the reverse was wafer thin and fused te the 
obverse and body. | 


Thank you for sending it to me and it is herewith 
returned for the junk pile. | | 


An Xray chemical analysis would be of interest, 
but I do not have it available, 


Kindest regards, 






ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN 
atb 
En@s 
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November 29, 1966 


Mr. Richard Picker 
Peas Box 123 
Albertson, Long Island, New York 


Dear Bick: 


In accordance with your request I have carefully studied 
the FPugio Doller belonging to Leo Young which you sent to me, 
being variety 2-C, 


The dark color in the field as contrasted to the design 
indicates thet this piece is old, regardless whether i% is 
genuine or note 


It weighs 2h1 greins and has a specific gravity of 7.5. 
The edge is well folisted and complete. 


The reverse is 100° clockwise if the coin is turned on 
its verticel axis, This juxteposition is not on any coin of 
these dies which I have examined, however, a die might have 
been loose so that juxtaposition does not mean anything. 


: The first fF in CONTINENTAL has its left arm sloping down 
iS°, a defect I have never seen before. Likewise, the second 
7 of the date has an extra downstrokes; also new to me. The 
firet 7 has too thick e top crossbar but this could be done 
by pressure or in casting. 


There are various dents on this coin such as over the 
G of FUGIO and into the TI above its under the E in CURRENCY; 
efter 1776 and over the top of the sundial, These dents look 
east rather then due to netureal defects from weer or hendling. 
Similarly on the reverse there ere seratches on the Virginia 
end North Garolina links and these seem cast. The WE ARE ONE 
and other elements of the coin sre not sharp and appear un- 
naturelly spread. 


The most suspicious defect, however, is that there is a 
cireular erea in the center of the North Carolina link which 
may be @ casting port. There is also a lump in the innerjoinder 
point of the Virginie and North Carolina links. 


Page 2 Wovember 29, 1966 
Mr, Micherd Picker 


: if this is @ casting it was cast all in one piece, 
using the port above mentioned, It would have to be by the 
lost wax precess as the edges is so beeutiful and the rest of 
the coin so well done. 


i think this piece, because of these suspicious character 


istics should be Eeray analysed from a metallie content roint 
of view and E-ray analyzed as to whether it is a streck piece 
or cast piece. It should be almost entirely tin and if there 
is any lead it will be trifling. 

I oniy wish I could give a conelusive answer at this 
point but feel that this piece deserves the extra study by 
X-ray. 


The piece is enclosed and I wish you would re-examine 
it and see what you think, 


Possibly Leo Young might know something of its beck- 
ground, although the cataicgs of the 187090 period comment 
on false Gontinental Dollars. 


Sincerely yours, 
NX 


ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISHATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN /atb 





WE 


THE GOIN EXCHANGE 


GRANT BUILDING 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15219 


COINS BOUGHT, SOLD CHARLES LITMAN 
AND APPRAISED GRANT 1-8384 


April 5, 1967 


Dear Mr Newman: 


Enclosed please find a Continental Dollar 

in Prass and Pewter. I picked up the pewter 
last year from Seaby's in London, and the 
Brass piece recently around here. 


I would greatly appreciate your unofficial 
opinion on these two. There is no hurrg; 


I am sending you a check for $10.00 to cover 
your postal expenses, and would like to donate 
the balance to yourNumismatic Research Society. 


Thank you. 


Yours truly, 


hone 


Charles Litman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Mr. Cherles Litman 
Grant Building 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 15219 


Dear Cherles:; 


The brass Continental Dollar (Variety 1-B) sent with 
your April 5, 1967 letter weighs 212 grains and has a specific 
gravity of 8.5. It is heavily corroded andhas natural derk- 
ness in color. The edge is narrow but fully impressed around 
the circumference, There are three holes in the edge opposite 
the NE in CONTINENTAL. The planchet is slightly smaller than 
the die as is customery, The reverse is upright if turned 
on @ vertical axis as is normal. The coin is well struck and 
its letters are sherp, There is no doubt in our mind that 
the piece is genuine. We have seen others in this eondition, 


The pewter Continental Doller (Variety 1-C) bought 
from Seaby weighs 269%s grains and has a 6.05 specific grevity. 
Tt hes a dent at the edge opposite IN in CONTINENTAL which 
dent is prebably where the casting port was. The edge design 
is weak and is missing near the dent. The second concentric 

@ircle from the middle is out of place at $ o'eloek and ime 
properly touches the top of 6 in 1776 and the bottom ef Y in 
CURRENCY, No letters are sharp. The reverse is 35° clockwise 
if turned on the vertical exis through the obverse. This is 
wrong. In our opinion this is a erude lost wax cast end 
therefore a forgery. 


We hope that we have been of service to you and return 
the coins herewith, If you have any further questions as to 
these items please feel free to write us. 


Sineerely yours, 


Es ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
REGISTERED MAIL EDUCATION SOCIETY 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


EPH 
ath 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION | 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


September 13, 1967 


Mr. Richard Picker 3 Eric P,. Newman 


Dear Dicks 

I return herewith the three 1776 pewter dollars which 
you forwarded to me, weighing 293% grains, 25h+3/h grains and 
261-3/h grains, respectively. Their specific gravity is, re~ 
spectively, Tob, 7.5 and 7.3. They are all casts, as you indi- 
cated, the edges being particulerly poor. They are ellemade 
from a Variety 1-C, I believe, rather from 1-B, 


Thank you for sending them to me for examination. 
Sincerely, 


EPN /atb 
CERTIFIED MAIL 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 18, 1968 


Mr, Lester Merkin 
65 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 


Dear Lester: 


In your note of November 1h, 1968 you have asked our opinicn 
with respect to the CONTINENTAL DOLLAR listed and described as 
Lot 100 in your sale of November 20, 1968, | 


It weighs 262% grains and has a specific gravity of 7.) 
according to our measurements. We did net check its metel con- 
tent by nondestructive analysis. The statement made in the cate- 
logue that it was virtually pure tin is only valid if a quenti- 
tative analysis hes been made, as other metals can produce the same 
specific gravity. We therefore reject that statement, 


This particuler piece is veriety 1-B and is in e gray metal 
derker in color then the Customary metal used in other pewter or 
tin pieces of scther die varieties. Other pieces we heave seen 
with this color metal have e11 been false. 


There is a dent from the border to the left side of the 
upright of L in CONTINENTAL. There is a dent between the sun 
diel and the 0 of YOUR. The reverse of the piece is upright 
if the piece is turned on its vertical axis. The edge has diagonal 
dents properly speced and indiceting the usual leaf design but no 
leaves are visible. All the lettering of the obverse and reverse 
8S well as the design are uniformily too thick and are extended 
leterally so that they appear broader than the identical design 
and lettering on cther pieces from the Same dies. There is little 
evidence of wear for a piece in such flettened condition, It 
might be ergued that the broadening effect was caused by crushing 
the two sides between two flat places but we do not think thet 
would produce the precise uhiformity of the spread. The widened 
lettering and design can result from poor technique in casting 
and thet is our conelusion, The lack of detail on the edge also 
span eeten that the piece is a casting and not milled by a Casteing 
machine. 


You were kind enough to send enother example of 1<B in pewter 
which seems genuine in every respect, 


Sincerely yours, 


Ps 
Ce x 


Lawn 
BPM ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
atb EDUCATION SOCIETY 


_ A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


/ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 2, 1969 


Mr, Kenneth Bressett ° 
122° Mound Avenue 

Recine, Wisconsin 530k ‘ : 
Dear Ken: 


Receipt is acknowledged ef the two Gontinental Dollars, 
Variety 2-C, and the Ber Cent. You asked for an opinion es 
te their genuineness. You are already suspicions and your 
suspicions are confirmed. 


The Gontinentel Dolier Merked No. 17 weighs 253 grains 
end has a specific gravity of 7.67. Its diemeter is ) em. 
Its obverse center is very sherp but the CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 
legend is spread by radiel movement in the course of striking 
so that the diagonals ef the "'s are wedge shaped and the up- 
rights of T, L, 9, E, ete. ere too wide. There is considerable 
weakness toward the border, There is @ burn merk over the 
M of MIND. On the reverse the center area is strong but the 
links are 811 unreadable end disfigured. If the coin is 
turned on the vertigel exis of the obverse the reverse is 
offset clockwise LS". There is a heavy burned erea near 
the edge on the reverse where CON"EC should be. The leaf 
edge is very week. Genuine specimens ere offset approximately 
330° elockwise when turned on @ verticel axis so thet the 
offsetting seems wrong. The color is teo pele and not gray 
enough. Primerily, the impression is se poor it looks as 
though there wes buckling, Whether this was mede from cast 
dies or was a direct casting is herd to say but it is certainly 
net the product of the originel die striking. 


Your No, 18 is a poor casting with many defects. It 
weighs 255 grains and hes a specific gravity of 7.7. The 
right lower serif of the I in FUGIO has ea defect. So has 
the right lower part of the G. There is a period under AR 
of ARE on the reverse. The image is very weak throughout 
and the color much too dark. The coin is holed and plugged 
below the L of CONTINENTAL. The diameter is 3.8 em. which 
is too emall. If turned on the vertical axis of the obverse 
the reverse is offset clockwise 135°. This is unnatural. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
a 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Page 2 June 2, 1969 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 


The Ber Cent is the easiest. It only weighs 10 grains 
end is far below normal. Its specific gravity is 6.2, which 
is far below thet of copper. Apparently it is e copper plated 
casting. The railroad tracks ecress the beck don't help 
metters. | 


In our opinion 211 three coins sre false. They are 
returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 
ee 
Ce ~ 
oe 
BRIG P, HEWHAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPs /aeth 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 2, 1969 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Recine, Wisconsin 5310) 


Dear “Ken: 


Receipt is acknowledged of the two Continental Dollers, 
Variety 2-€, and the Ber Cent. You asked for an opinion es 
to their genuineness. You are already suspicious and your 
suspicions are confirmed. 


The Continental Dollar Merked No. 17 weighs 253 grains 
end has a specific gravity of 7.67. Its diemeter is em. 
Its obverse center is very sharp but the CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 
legend is spreed by radiel movement in the course of striking 
so that the diagonals of the “N's are wedge shaped and the up- 
rights of T, L, 0, E, ete. are too wide. There is considerable 
weakness toward the border, There is @ burn mark over the 
M of MIND. On the reverse the center area is strong but the 
links are all unreadable and disfigured. If the eoin is 
turned on the vertical axis of the obverse the reverse is 
offset clockwise Lh5°. There is a heavy burned area near 
the edge on the reverse where CONNEC should be. The leaf 
edge is very week. Genuine specimens are offset approximetely 
330° clockwise when turned on a vertical axis so that the 
offsetting seems wrong. The color is too pele and not gray 
enough. Primerily, the impression is so poor it looks as 
though there was buckling. Whether this was made from cast 
dies or was a direct casting is hard to say but it is certainly 
not the product of the original die striking. 


Your No. 18 is a poor casting with many defects. It 
weighs 255 grains and has a specific gravity of 7.7. The 
right lower serif of the I in FUGIO has a defect. So has 
the right lower part of the G. There is a period under AR 
of ARE on the reverse. The image is very weak throughout 
and the color much too dark. The coin is holed and plugged 
below the L of CONTINENTAL. The diameter is 3.8 em. which 
is too smell. If turned on the vertical axis of the obverse 
the reverse is offset clockwise 135°. This is unnatural. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 


THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Page 2 dune 2, 1969 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 


fhe Ber Gent is the easiest. It only weighs 0 grains 
and is far below normal. Its specific gravity is 6.2, which 
is far below thet of copper. Apparently it is a copper plated 
casting. The railroed tracks across the back don't help 
motters. 


In our opinion #11 three coins sere false. They are 
returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 


ae. 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN /atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 7, 1969 


Mr. Charles F. French 
French's. 

P. O. Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33457 


Dear Charles: 


The 1776 Continental Dollar, Variety 1(1)-C is a 

cast forgery as you thought. The weight is 255 grains 
but the specific gravity of 7.5 is too high. The 
second N in Continental is defective and the outside 
circle is missing from 10 o'clock to 2 o'clock. These 
are casting defects. The — and design is unusually 
weak from other than wear. The edge next to the 6 is 
the part into which the metal ran during the cast and 
there is no edge design there. There are other defects. 





The coin is returned herewith and we hope we have been 


of service. 
Kindent regards, 
ie e 


Eric P. Newman 





EPN: ed 


Enclosure 


Certified Mail 





+ 2 Y il : 
ae iiss Si ies oe dae Ses Ws Aig cee eae 8 
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P. O. BOX 123 
ER e [ d &fp. [ ALBERTSON, N. Y. 11507 
tc ar 1c er AREA CODE 516 * 621-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S. AND COLONIAL COINS AND CURRENCY 


Ney 6/24/70 





Dear Eric: 


Nice talking with you. I've just learned that the Continental dollar that I 
mentioned to you (CURRENCEY), is consigned to Seaby's and will be catalogued 
in a sale that they are going to offer in New York, under the auspices of 

New Netherlands. It seems that they want it sold in this country. Curiously 
enough, the balance of the sale is all Japanese. This is the only U.S. coin. 
it seems that the entire catalogue will be written by Seaby's, but since the 
Continental Dollar is of such importance here, they asked N.N. to write up 
that one coin. Since you wrote the book on the subject, you will no doubt 
have a letter from Charles before too long, requesting information on it. 
Since I have no first hand information on that coin, never having even seen 
it, when I was asked for specifics on it, I referred them to you. Though 

I don't know just when the sale is to take place, I believe that it'll be sometime 
in the fall. I'll be looking forward to it eagerly. 


Kindest @ regards, 
Sincerely, 
— 


if a 
ec: Charles Wormser ‘2 








Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


. SUITE 401 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 10036 





| PHONES PLAza 7-5245-6 


June 29, 1970 - 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63102 


Dear Eric: 


Some time ago Peter Seaby asked if we would help in an auction 
Sale on behalf of his firm in New York City. Seaby's had a client who 
desired that his collection of Japanese material. be sold in the U.&. 


| Recently, Peter wrote to me and indicated that they wanted to 
include a few U.S. Colonial coins in their auction. Furthermore, know- 
ing that we were probably better equipped to do so, they asked if we 
would catalog the U.S. material for then. 


One of the coins is the excessively rare 1776 Continental dollar 
with CURRENCEY. This is your variety 4D, in pewter, and has a plain: 
edge. Photograph of the coin sent to us by Seaby's is enclosed herewith. 


In anticipation of giving this coin a good write-up, we would 
appreciate confirmation that the other two specimens (which you have 
said are known) both have a plain edge. If you could also tell us the 
condition and the whereabouts of these coins it would be very much 
appreciated. Any additional data, such as weight and pedigree of either 
of them would also be greatly appreciated. 


if we obtain any additional information concerning the Seaby 
piece, particularly its origin, we will be pleased to advise you. 


Many thanks for your help and trusting that this finds you well, 
I remain | 


Sincerely yours, 


NEW, NETHERLANDS COIN CO. IN. 


f ; { 
f | YY f § ; 
j | F j } / 
{ le | U NK 
} 


v 
oe les M. Wormser 
CMW :dn | _ President 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


SS > Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 
New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401) | 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEW YorK 36, N.Y. 10036 





PHONES PLAZA 7-5245-6 


June 29, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
4OO Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63102 


Dear Eric: 


Some time ago Peter Seaby asked if we would help in an auction 
Sale on behalf of his firm in New York City. Seaby's had a client who 
desired that his collection of Japanese material be sold in the U.S. 


Recently, Peter wrote to me and indicated that they wanted to 
include a few U.S. Colonial coins in their auction. Furthermore, know- 
ing that we were probably better equipped to do so, they asked if we 
would catalog the U.S. material for them. 


One of the coins is the excessively rare 1776 Continental dollar 
with CURRENCEY. This is your variety 4-D, in pewter, and has a plain: 
edge. Photograph of the coin sent to us by Seaby's is enclosed herewith. 


In anticipation of giving this coin a good write-up, we would 
appreciate confirmation that the other two specimens (which you have 
said are known) both have a plain edge. If you could also tell us the 
condition and the whereabouts of these coins it would be very much 
appreciated. Any additional data, such as weight and pedigree of either 
of them would also be greatly appreciated. 


If we obtain any additional information concerning the Seaby 
piece, particularly its origin, we will be pleased to advise you. 


Many thanks for your help and trusting that this finds you well, 


I remain 
Sincerely yours, 
ery eae COIN CO. IN. 
ae 2 a ae 
| Al i 
‘Cher! es M. Wormser 


CMW:dn Pres ident 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


. SUITE 401 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 10036 





PHONES PLazA 7-5245-6 


August 4, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63102 


Dear Eric: 


Since you were on vacation I did not anSwer your most 
informative communication of last month. 


Unfortunately at the moment we have nothing to offer 
you and this will explain further why I was in no hurry to 
answer. 


I am forwarding herewith a copy of our most recent catalogue 
together with List of Prices Realized which I do hope you will 
find of interest. What other catalogues are you lacking? 


With kind regards, 
Sincerely, 
NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CO. IN. 


ij 
; Bs 
/ 


Charles M. Wormser 
CMW:dn resident 


Encl. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 
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New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 
i) - SUITE 401 y ‘ \ 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
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a NY, why Td. 
PHONES PLaza 7-5245-6 


August 11, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
LOO Washington Avenue 

St. Lauis, Mo. 63102 


Dear Eric: 


We have now photographed and catalogued the 1776 CURRENCEY Pewter 
dollar. Our catalogue description is as follows: 


Pattern Error Continental Dollar. 1776. Regular FUGIO, sun with rays, sun 
dial, MIND YOUR 7 BUSINESS type obverse, but with small, narrow date and 
CURRENCEY (rather than CURRENCY). Rev. Full size N in AMERICAN (within 
center ring), and with MASSACHS correctly following (placed to the right 
of ) N.HAMP,S (among the outer rings). Pewter; plain edge (as on the other 
two specimens currently known, and as on the unique Brand-Norweb example 

of Newman 5-D, whose obverse was recut and altered from that used to strike 
this piece). N. 4-D (the error obverse combined with the EG FECIT reverse 
in cracked condition). Very Fine, almost Extremely Fine. Partly lustrous 
and presumably also in need of a bath, as there are traces of dirt and 
verdigris about the devices and letters. A glass discloses minor signs of 
handling, a common occurreree with these large, soft alloy coins. A hitherto 
unknown specimen, consigned to this offering by a British owner. To our 
knowledge, the first time that this important historical rarity has been 
offered at an American public sale in this century! 


Plate 


Wt. 277.30 grains. Diagnostically, the bottom of the reverse is ata 
point just past one o'clock in relation to the obverse. The error CURRENC EY 
was a result of the engraver, believed to be Elisha Gallaudet, having used 
the one-sixth of a dollar denomination of Continental Currency paper (dated 
Feb. 17, 1776) as a model. AS Eric Newman put it eighteen years ago, "No 
other paper money from any plate of any denomination of any issue of the 
Continental Congress using that word (there are 91 others) has other than 
the correct spelling of CURRENCY." 


Probably the finest example extant of this rarity is owned by a 
prominent U.S. collector, a midwesterner, who, we are told, obtained it 
from either the Virgil Brand or Col. E.H.R. Green colls. That one is 
illustrated on page 8 and the dust jacket of The U. S. Mint and Coinage, 
Don Taxay, New York, 1966. 


I trust that you will find the above satisfactory, We just had to 
get the coin described, as the catalogue was going to press in Britain. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 








New Netherlands Coin Co., Ine. 


We would have preferred to have obtained additional information which 
perhaps would have resulted in a better description, but we had no 
choice. 


We will endeavor to obtain additional information for you, but 
we have not as yet been able to ascertain who the owner is. We have bean 
told that the piece was held with some other material of little importance, 
and that the present owner is a woman. 


Enclosed, you will find with my compliments, a set of photographs of 
the coin. | 


Very truly yours, 


NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CO. INC. 


ve 
Charles M. Wormser 
CMW:dn / President 


Enel. 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 
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August 27, 1970 


Mr. ric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
I acknowledge your letter of the 24th instant but 
Mr. Wormser is away on holiday and will not return until several 


days after Labor Day at which time I know that your letter will 
have his attention. 


It so haopens that your pokucate ah Gen coincided with a 
letter that Mr. Wormser had dictated to me prior to departure, 
for sending without his signature and same is enclosed herewith. 

Very truly yours, 
NEW NETHRRLANDS COIN CO. IN. 
Opis aaa a : 


Doris Neary, 
Secretary to Mr. Wormser 


Encl. 








Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


We were sent, from Mr. MeAfes, of Winter Park, Florida, 
examination, a Continental Curency Dollar variety 1 Gy). It ie 
263 grains and has a specific gravity of 7.3. Both of these measurements 
are normal, Che Goin Shans U6lk mab bab vannealie’ Gb wean en Ste dieeh, 
Ig the obverse is turned on its verticle axis the reverse is 30 degrees 
clockwise, This is not customary, The color ie good except for what appears 
to be a burned ares involving the Pennsylvania, Deleware, Maryland, Virginia 
and North Carolina rings ae well as much of the reverse perimeter, 


The edge is very unm ural in that the foliated design is 
com ements chs cree evan Sate co oean io 6 ses te 





: joined faces but actually I believe the coin wee cast using 
Sub jetned entée and the jetnt benueen these anlde wee busted etter eunttan. 


There are other unusual defects on the coin which ere not found 
om genuine pieces such as: 


i. une to Gn wentamt beinp nap sn tap od Wh ten a. 
of 5 in CURENCY, part 


2. There is a raised ebverse break from the edge to the second T 
across the rays near the eum to the left end of the ground line then over 
to the left side of the U up the right side of the 0 to the top of 0 and 
then te the edge. There are large lumps along the break, particularly a 
circular one under the T. 


3. There is a die break on the reverse from the O in ONE to the 
EB of ARE, 
& The faces are very lumpy throughout. 


In our opinion this coin is not genuine although it has as nice 
a general appearance as eny genuine pieces have. The edge situation, the 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


“Be September 21, 1972 
a Shee See | gen a 


burned areas, the umstural die breaks caused by defective molds, and the 
to this conclusion. ‘hie 12 not newly made as the obverse coloring has 
* very untural: look, ? hag i, 

| Wis: eve mot niin. 0 mabel dnminiasen tet dommes det thee Ste 
ghow the material used to be nomaal, Uafortumately tin with certain 
sature) edulterations con be readily matched im casting sitevisls. 


We hope we have beon of service and if there are any factors 
which ghoul be pointed out to ue we will be glad to reconsider. 


> Sincerely yours, 





SPN /atb 


, S te oo Pe : 
He A ete ae oe 


>. & The coin is encloged herewith, 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Mr, John A, Reyse, Jr. 
P. GO, Box 40501 ; 
indianapolis, Indiana 46240 
Dear Mr, Royee: 


ss the 1776 Continental Dollar with  G FECTT has been sent to us 
by Richard Picker for en opinion, Ite condition is very fine to extremely 


the A. These 





Tt bae been carefully compared te s genuine piece of the same 


& 


The specifie gravity is on the high side, but that is not con- 
clusive, 


The reverse border beading is very irregular and ummatural. 
The _ edge milling is ummaturally weak and typical of shrinkage from 


Tt has porosity between RR and on the adjacent edge, algo on 
the edge next to COR, 





of G is spread; the top of G combines with the circle above, the inner 

eirele between & and E spreads and the upright of E ie not vertical. These 
wad other irregularities are uot caused by abuse but by casting deficiencies. _ 
They could not happen on « struck coin, | 


The metallic conteat has not been checked by us. 


in our opinion the coia ig an excellent cast forgery and is 


The piece is returned herewith. 


The casting evidence is strong on the reverse at GRt 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 21, 1972 
o%« : | 
Hy. Joha vodka Royse, Js 
P, G, Box 4050 
indianapolie, indiana 46240 





We hope we have been of service. You may reimburse us for 
dhs dein padinas Gb deateliube ¢ ous eek 44 vas Chak. 


truly yours, = 
ee ERIC PF. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
ath : EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Me, Richard Picker 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 18, 1972 


Mr. John B. Royse, Jr. 
P. 0. Box 40501 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 


Dear Mr. Royse: 


Receipt is acknowledged of your Continental Dollar in pewter 
for an opinion. 


This coin is Variety 1-C but has an early stage of the die 
break which develops into 1(1)-C. Your coin has a scratch over NE of 
ONE on the reverse and a heavy edge dent over Y in CURENCY. It weight 
285 grains and has a specific gravity of 7.5. It shows no wear but 
has some small dents and seratches. Its color is quite normal, It has 
a clear strong twin leaf milled edge. If turned on the obverse vertical 
axis its reverse is about 5 degrees clockwise. 


We see no suspicious characteristics and in our opinion it 
is genuine. 


We hope we have been of service to you. 


Sincerely , 


a a 


| 
ERIC FP. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 
atb 


Registered 
$1,000 value 


P. & The coin is returned herewith. 
EPN 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 26, 1975 


Mr. Tom Becker 
905 Blythe Avenue 
Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania 19026 


Dear Mr. Becker: 


In accordance with your telephone call last night IL 
am glad to help you prepare an article on the Continental Dollar. 
I am enclosing the Coin Collector's Journal for July, 1952 con- 
taining my original article. I am also enclosing the August, 1959 
Numismatist giving my article on who was the designer. I am also 
sending you a photocopy of the April, 1948 Numismatist where there 
is a comment on the dollar, which comment is erroneous, I believe. 
I am enclosing the October, 1966 Numismatist where on page 1595 and 
1597 the source of the emblems and mottoes is explained. I am 
enclosing the front and back prints of negative 4313 for use in 
illustrations. I am enclosing an advertisement of the restrike of 
the fake of the Continental Dollars. 


There are two things which I wish in connection with this 
matter. First, I want you to credit the sources of all the material 
you use and second, I want you to return all of these promptly. 


It is a pleasure to be of help. 


Very truly,yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN: jah 


Encls. 6 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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GALLAUDET DESIGNS THE CONTINENTAL 
CURRENCY DOLLAR OF 1776 


By Thomas W. Becker 


For years, Boston had been a seething cauldron of militant 
anti-British protest. The Stamp Act, a public massacre of collonial 
protesters by British soldiers, a nighttime dumping of tea barrels 
into Boston Harbor, and all the little day-to-day indignities 
suffered by colonials at the hands of British rule were simply 
events in a long chain of words and deeds that, by 1775, formed 
the stormy background for rebellion. The colonists lived and 
breathed the root tenets of liberty, freedom, self-determination, 
treason, espionage -- every day was marked by seemingly isolated 
little happenings throughout Boston and other towns and cities. 
Fiery, patriotic words continually whipped the flames of revolution 
among the little angry, but hopeful, band of resolute colonists. 
England's children could no longer live in chains. 

The morning of April 19, 1775 dawned clear and crisp in 
Massachusetts. It had been dark until 4:30 in the morning, and 
the seventy-five or so Minutemen under the command of Captain 
John Parker could see their breath as the first rays of sunlight 
washed the eastern sky at Lexington. They had had precious little 
sleep; the night had been marked by excitement and spirited 
adventure. Paul Revere had been captured between Lexington and 
Concord by three British Regulars; Samuel Dawes, riding to warn 
the colonials, had escaped back to Lexington, and Dr. Sam Prescott 
rode his horse over a stone wall and spread the alarm all the way 


to Concord. The British had arrived at Lexington! 


On the triangle of the Lexington Green, Captain Parker 
cautioned his men to hold fast in two long lines. Facing the 
Minutemen across the Green were six light companies of British 
-- part of England's finest. The determined band of Minutemen, 
farmers most of them, grew nervous as the British began to slowly 
advance across the Green amid the rattle of clanking arms and | 
equipment. The scene was otherwise deathly still. 

Along the line of Minutemen, the sounds of rifles being 
cocked to fire, one after the other like a swarm of locusts, 
rippled and echoed over the Lexington grass. Captain Parker turned 
and faced his mens "Stand your ground. Don't fire unless fired 
upon: But if they mean to have a war, let a. heres" The 
British Major Pitcairn rode to the front line of his ranks and 
called across the triangular Green at the rows of armed colonists. 
“Lay down your arms, you damned rebels, and disperse." 

After a thoughtful moment of reflection in which he realized 
the futility of resistance, Parker commanded his men to disperse. 
They began to drift away sullenly. It was past 5:00 now and the 
sun lit up the scene in a pale cast. Parker was still:half-turned 
toward his men when a shot rang out, to this day still unidentified. 

Immediately there came a volley from the first rank of British 
soldiers. Then with bayonets lowered, the redcoats charged across 
the wet grass. Eight Minutemen fell under the first volley, and 
ten more wounded tried to crawl away to safety. Jonathan Harrington, 
Jre., mortally wounded, crawled over the Green to the doorstep of 
his home where he died at his wife's feet. Jonas Parker, Captain 


Parker's cousin, was kneeling on the grass from a gunshot wound and 
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reloading his musket for a second shot when a British bayonet 

cut him down. He fell across his hat tossed in front of him to 

hold the bullets, wadding and flint for his gun. In the swirl 

of smoke from the firing muskets that morning, at an obscure 

little plot of ground in Massachusetts, a new nation was born. 
Throughout the day up ‘till darkness at about 7:00 or SO, 

the ranks of Minutemen, now swelled to several thousand, harrassed 

the British with a murderous fire. The farmers drove the redcoats 

back from Concord Bridge and threw the best of the British army 

into first a quick retreat and then a full rout. Shooting from | 

behind trees, stone walls, wood piles, out of windows, the colonials 

inflicted deadly punishment on the fleeing foreigners along the route 

back to Boston. As the sun set on Massachusetts that day, the 

British counted up 273 casualties; the colonists suffered only 95. 
Elisha Gallaudet was born in New York City in 1730. His father 

had arrived in New Rochelle in 1711 and was a French Huguenot. 

Elisha bacame an engraver of respected skill, producing a number of 

decorative bookplates for usually wealthy clients, such as New York 

Chief Justice John Chambers. By 1775, Elisha would sense the sweet 

taste of rebellion and feel the urgency of continental armies that 

was born that April morning on the Green at Lexington. The armed 

revolt of the Minutemen would one day cause Elisha Gallaudet to 

create one of the most controversial coins in American history. 
Elisha grew up in the background of the American Revolution. 

In New York, he read reports of all the major engagements, activities 

and philosphies of the revolutionists. He married twice -- first 

in 1755 to Jean Dubois of New Rochelle, and then in 1770 to Naomi 

Reade of New York. 


Elisha's father became a perri-wig maker and worked with 
Elisha in a little shop in Wall Street. Together, they advertised 
"Gentlemen and Ladies Military Closet Furniture" as their business. 
Their work consisted of a series of six engravings of British and 
Prussian army personnel. Elisha, however, presumably was merely. 

a director of activities and didn't actually do any of the 
engraving himself. 

The strength of Elisha's character is revealed by an interest- 
ing incident in 1767. Timothy Green, evidently of North Carolina, 
undoubtedly heard of Elisha's reputation as an engraver and asked 
Elisha to make plates to counterfeit North Carolina paper money. 
Gallaudet not only refused the invitation, but arranged to have 
Green brought before an alderman for interrogation. Counterfeit 
money was found in Green's possession and the man was then arrested, 
tried and convicted, placed in the pillory, and given 39 lashes. 
The important affairs of colonial treasuries later entrusted to 
Elisha were, by this example, considered in safe hands. 

Just after his second marriage, Elisha Gallaudet again moved 
his quarters, this time to Bowling-Green in New York City where he 
continued to work until the British occupied New York in the summer 
eg -1770- 

The Revolution had to be financed; the architects of the armed 
rebellion believed it would become a costly war. It would be 
possible, they reasoned, to print paper money and circulate it 
throughout the colonies. On February 16, 1776 the Continental 
Congress a second time authorized paper money to be issued and put 
three men in charge of its preparation. The notes were printed and 


issued, bearing the date February 17, 1776. 
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Elisha Gallaudet was engaged by the colony of New York to 
prepare some plates for printing paper money. He did the 
engraving and is mentioned in the official papers of the authorizing 
law. He also prepared the plates for notes printed for the City 
of New York Waterworks beginning 1774 and running through March, . 
1776. At the same time, there was a movement afoot for the 
Continental Congress to institute a national mint. By April 19, 
1776 ~~ exactly a year after Pitcairn's British Regulars met 
Parker's Minutemen on the Green at Lexington -- a committee was 
Set up to study the relatinnship of the Spanish milled dollar to 
gold and silver coins of a possible U.S. Mint. 

There is a similarity of designs between Elisha's fractional 
paper currency and the silver dollar-sized coin known as the 
"1776 Continental Dollar,” also called the "Continental Currency 
Dollar." Because of the investigations done by Eric P. Newman of 
St. Louis, Missouri, there is ample evidence to believe that Elisha 
Gallaudet was responsible for creating the coin also. One variety 
of the coin, variety 3-D, contains the inscription E.G. FECIT -- 
(Latin for E.G. MADE IT). 

Silver 1776 Continental Dollars exist and are the rarest 
variety. Other varieties are known in pewter and brass. The 
obverse general design of the dollar coin contains a sundial and 
the inscription FUGIO MIND YOUR BUSINESS, or "Time Flies (so) Mind 
Your Business" -- a Benjamin Franklin-type cliche. Around this 
central design is the lettering CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 1776.°* Some 
varieties of the coin were struck with one R in the word currency. 
Two pewter dollar specimens contain a misspelling of the word 


CURRENCY, adding an extra E, as CURRENCEY. 


Doe ee: 


The reverse of the coin contains a circle of interlocked 
rings, each ring having inside it the name of one of the original 
colonies. Within the circle of rings is a sunburst containing 
the phrase "American Congress" and within that is another phrase, 
"We Are One." 

The dies for the 1776 Dollar were Surely made by an engraver, 
not a die~maker (die-sinker). The designs are too shallow, too 
flat, and do not stand out in relief. Essentially, the designs 
are little more than a series of line drawings -- certainly not 
carefully sculpted "high and low places" as a professional sculptor 
would create. Even the perspective of the different elements in 
the design are poorly executed. The designs are, therefore, generally 
unartistic, primitive and bear little merit when compared to fine 
craftsmanship of European coin makers. | 

There is precious little information about Elisha Gallaudet's 
creation of the Continental Currency coins. Had it not been for 
Eric Newman's relentless Pursuit .of the designer, we would not even 
have, at this moment, substantial evidence about the identity of 
its maker. 

The 1776 Continental Dollar probably never really circulated 
as coinage, mainly because so few of them were struck off. Surviving 
specimens of the coinage today are museum pieces, not just Simply 
scarce coins demanding high market values. Certainly the dollars 
are intended for mass circulatinn, but why they were never struck 
in quantity is another story for another day. 

A number of dangerous counterfeits of the 1776 Continental 
Dollar exist. The trained numismatist, even the average coin 
collector who pursues his hobby regularly, would spot the fakes in 


a moment. But the general coin-curious American could be fooled. 
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During the 1876 Centennial of American Independence celebration, 
some dies were made for the purpose of issuing re-strikes of the 
1776 Continental Currency Dollar coin as a national souvenir. Many 
brilliant pewter copies were made and passed out during the 1876 
celebration eee As recently as 1962, the dies used during the | 
1876 Centennial were used once more to strike still additional 
- modern copies of the coin which were sold by mail and across the 
counter. This unfortunate turn of events undoubtedly contributes 
to sustained confusion in the general public about a coin that 
already abounds in confusion even among the most knowledgeable of 
highly trained numismatists. 

To make matters worse, on a trip through New England in June 
of this year I found an unusual oversize replica of the 1776 
Dollar on sale at a souvenir shop in the town of Concord, Mass -- 

a scant mile and a half from the same Concord Bridge where the 
Minutemen made their stand against the British in 1775. The size 
was decidedly large, about 2% inches diameter, but the design was 
unerrringly faithful. The coin was sold in a clear plastic bag 
stapled at the top with a card marked "Oversize Replica", but once 
the bag is disposed of the unwary collector is on his own. 

Elisha Gallaudet was about 46 years old when he probably drew 

up the designs for the 1776 Continental Doller. He was at the 
summit of his career. Surely he left New York to escape the British 
occupation in August of 1776, for we next find him in Freehold, 
New Jersey, where he died in March, 1779. His wife, Naomi, then 
administered his estate which amounted to a little over 121 Cay 
New Jersey count). 

The 1776 Continental Currency Dollar coin is one of those rare 


and mysterious issues that intrigue the numismatic community from 


co: aes 


time to time and beg for the courageous researcher to put an end 
to the cloud of uncertainty that surrounds it. Covetously wrapped 
in the cloak of our nation's colonial beginnings, it also woos us 
with the hope of new insights into some facet of unexplored 
revolutionary drama. As time passes, each fascinated researcher . 
may supply tiny bits of information that one day will grow into 
the full-fledged explanation of this mystifying coin. 

Today, the Continental Currency Dollar of 1776 is surely as 
disconcerting as the elusive individual who fired that fatal single 
shot heard ‘round the world on the Lexington Green in April, 1775. 
Certainly the confusion of the revolutionary war itself has added 
to the disappearance of information. We know that much of the work 
of the Continental Congress and various local Committees were kept 
secret. Was the creation of the 1776 Dollar one of those jealously 
suarded secrets? 

Words written on paper easily disappear; where are the records 
that speak of the 1776 Dollar? How much did Ben Franklin ("Mind 
Your Business") have to do with the design of the coin? Gallaudet 
obviously knew some of the members of the Continental Congress; who 
hired him to work on the 1776 Dollar? Elisha's nephew, Peter, lived 
in Philadelphia and travelled occasionally to Freehold and New York 
to visit Elisha. Was he the link between Elisha and the Congress? 

With each new piece of information about the 1776 Dollar comes 
a flood of new questions. In more recent years, the original design 
has once again been eyed as a possible symbol for a commemorative 
design. It is not inconceivable that the design could end up on 


the reverses of the Eisenhower dollar and the Kennedy Half-dollar. 


NOTE : 


-9- 


Much of this article is based on the research of Eric P. 
Newman, principal contemporary researcher of the 1776 
Continental Currency Dollar. Such pecseret was published 

as follows: "The 1776 Continental Currency Coinage", 

The Coin Collector's Journal, Jul-Aug 1952, De Le" one 
Continental Dollar Of 1776 Meets Its Maker", The Numismatist, 
Auge 1959, p. 915. "Continental Currency And The Fugio 

Cent: Sources Of Emblems And Mottoes", The Numismatist, 


Dec. 1966, p. 1587. Photographs supplied by Eric Newman. 
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August 6, 1975 


Mr. Duane W. Kline 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 


Dear Mr. Kline: 





With respect to the two 1776 Continental Dollars with one R in 
CURENCY forwarded with your letter of July 3, 1975, we are glad to give you 
our conments. These are the variety of the Continental Dollar which appear 
most often. 


Variety 1(1)-C. This piece weighing 240 grains has a specific 
gravity of about 7.6. It has a bright glossy surface. It has an overheating fs 
discoloration on the obverse in a lozenge shape from 2 to 4 o'clock extending Lee 
through to the reverse. It has a heavy die break from the top of A in CONTIN- ae 
ENTAL to the edge at 0 in CONTINENTAL. There is a dent at the edge above the 8 
right side of the first C in CURENCY. There is a horizontal scratch over the 
N of New Jersey. The eyes of the sun are unusually clear. If turned on the oe 
obverse vertical axis the reverse is turned about 45 degrees clockwise. : a 
The edge leaf design is complete. The cofn is very strongly struck. In our eae 
opinion it is uncirculated and genuine. 





Variety 1-C. This piece weighing 266% grains has a specific = 
gravity of about 7.2. It is dull gray in color. The horizontal lines on oe 
the stylus and the horizontal lines on the lower part of base lines under es 
the sundial are not struck up and appear as a solid area. The die break is 
developed only from G to I in FUGIO. If turned on its obverse horizontal 

vertical axis the reverse is offset about 10 degrees clockwise. There are 

two dents in the Connecticut and Georgia links and one dent in N.J., Penna., 
N.#{. and S.C, links. There is a light obverse scratch between 6 and Y. 

The edge is complete and unugually wel] geeual — coin is, not,wejll centered 
but not sharply struck. “EE 26 4€esst Th ete are COR EEL! In 

our opinion it is genuine and in extremely fine te stout unciéreulated condition. 






We hope we have been helpful. The coins are returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P.Newman 
EPN:ine 
Enclosure 


CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 





Yess Peters, Tuc. 


DEALERS IN RARE COINS 


P. O. BOX 123 PHONE Area 217 428-2074 DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62525 


3/19/77 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


The 1776 forgery arrived yesterday in good order and I do wish to thank you very much for 
your kindess in checking this piece for me. 


Now we can return the item to the proper party and the case can be closed. I will make the 
suggestion to the owner that the item be presented to ANACS. 


If there is ever any service I can do for you, please let me know. 


~ 
Very best regards, 


Jess Peters 


WA 


ANA ANS Offices in the Millikin Building PNG SIN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 15, 1977 


Registered Mail fELS+/4/L ~ 407° - JSe 


Mr. Jess Peters 5 OG tie 
P, 0. Box 123 
Decatur, IL 62525 


Dear Jess: 


With respect to a 1776 Continental Dollar Variety 1(1)-C 
submitted for an opinion in a PNG arbitration matter, we have examined 
the piece. Its weight is 20.6595 grams and specific gravity is 7.4. 
The edge is crude and unnatural. The faces are weak but not from wear. 
The crotch of the second 7 in the date is partly filled and the upper 
right corner of that 7 is joined to the adjacent 6. This is not true 
on die struck pieces. The apparent reverse die break from the Rhode 
island link across each A in AMERICAN and through the Delaware link is 
unknown and results from a wax break. 


The coin is a cast forgery made from a wax or soft negative 
mold used in the last wax process. 


We hope we have been helpful. The coin is returned herewith. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


Encl, 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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Yess Peters, Tue. 


DEALERS IN RARE COINS 


P.O. BOX 123 PHONE Area 217 428-2074 DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62525 
3/3/77 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil St. © 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I need a favor. At present I am on an arbitration team concerned with the genuineness of 

a Continental Dollar. We need one more opinion. The decision has already been rendered and 
there would be no further involvment on your part, other than to say it is eithor ‘good’ or 
‘bad’ and if possible one or two points that make it so. 


Naturally I will be pleased to re-imburse you for expense of mailing and pay whatever fee you 
might wish. The parties involved will not know your decision, only that at least two out of three 


decided a certain way. 


If yeu will do this for me, I will be very greatful and will hope for an opportunity to repay 
the favor. An envelope is enclosed for your reply. 


I tried to call. you but found you were out of town. Perhaps you were at Colorado Springs, 
where I would have been if our next sale was not so imminent. 


Very best regards, 





a 


ANA ANS Offices in the Millikin Building PNG SIN 


FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 12, 1978 


My. Richard Picker 
P. O. Box 123 
Albertson, NY 11507 


Dear Dick: 

The Continental Dollar (1.1-C) which you sent me to examine 
has the game two hicks under TA as A-4373 (ANACS) which I felt was a 
forgery. A-4373 was bright and your piece was dark gray. Something 
has been done, Either the piece was darkened or one is a cast of the 
other. From whom was it bought, when and where? 


You have my other comments in my letter of September 26, 1978. 


Sincerely, 
iC ae 


Eric P. Newnan 


jah 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 24, 1983 


Mr. Rick Bagg 
re U. Box 2745 
Boston, MA 02208 


Dear Rick: 


I enclose the page describing the brass Continental Currency piece 
from the Hall inventory. 


As I told you, I have both varieties in my collection. Other items 
wall follow. 


Thank you for all of the data. 


Sip€erely, 


Jaa 
Eric P(é”Newman 


jah 


Encl. 
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The 1776 Plain Edge Continental Dollar - (Unique) 


November 15, 1976 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


This certifies that I have examined the accompanying coin -- an old familiar 
friend as it changed hands over the years -~- and that I unhesitatingly declare it genuine 
and as represented; my detailed conclusions follow. 


It is a 1776 Pewter Continental Dollar, issued by order of Continental Congress 
from Elisha Gallaudet's dies with one R in CURENCY (Newman 1-C), but struck on an 
extra broad planchet with plain edge, unlike all other pewter dollars seen to date. The 
planchet is irregular in shape, not round, aS made, and its fabric indicates that this was 
some kind of trial impression, not intended for regular circulation. It is one of the earlier 
impressions from these dies, as there is only the very minutest trace of the usual break 
above GI of FUGIO; normally the pewter impressions from these dies show extensive break- 
age in that area. It is the only impression known on this type of planchet, and the only one 
ever reported with broad enough flan to show any part of the areas outside the border beads. 


When this piece first came to light, about 1963, in the Pressman collection 
(Cleveland), it excited a storm of controversy; in order to settle any doubts, I had nonde- 
structive analysis made of its chemical composition, which proved to be an excess of 95% 
pure tin, without any significant lead content, the same as the ordinary 1776 dollars, but 
entirely unlike any of the cast counterfeits. Actually, its fabric proves beyond any doubt-- 
even any unreasonable doubt-- that it is a struck piece and that the planchet is just as it 
came from the press; it has been described as "carrying its own credentials". I am happy 
to certify this extraordinary and doubtless unique piece again as authentic; it has appeared 
a couple of times at auction, but despite its publicity, no duplicate has ever shown up. It 


Respectfully submitted, 
.. /s/ Walter Breen 
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The 1776 Plain Edge Continental Dollar - (Unique) 


November 15, 1976 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


This certifies that I have examined the accompanying coin -- an old familiar 
friend as it changed hands over the years -~- and that I unhesitatingly declare it genuine 
and as represented; my detailed conclusions follow. 


It is a 1776 Pewter Continental Dollar, issued by order of Continental Congress 
from Elisha Gallaudet's dies with one R in CURENCY (Newman 1-C), but struck on an 
extra broad planchet with plain edge, unlike all other pewter dollars seen to date. The 
planchet is irregular in shape, not round, a8 made, and its fabric indicates that this was 
some kind of trial impression, not intended for regular circulation. It is one of the earlier 
impressions from these dies, as there is only the very minutest trace of the usual break 
above GI of FUGIO; normally the pewter impressions from these dies show extensive break- 
age in that area. It is the only impression known on this type of planchet, and the only one 
ever reported with broad enough flan to show any part of the areas outside the border beads. 


When this piece first came to light, about 1963, in the Pressman collection 
(Cleveland), it excited a storm of controversy; in order to settle any doubts, I had nonde- 
structive analysis made of its chemical composition, which proved to be an excess of 95% 
pure tin, without any significant lead content, the same as the ordinary 1776 dollars, but 
entirely unlike any of the cast counterfeits. Actually, its fabric proves beyond any doubt-- 
even any unreasonable doubt-- that it is a struck piece and that the planchet is just as it 
came from the press; it has been described as "carrying its own credentials". I am happy 
to certify this extraordinary and doubtless unique piece again as authentic; it has appeared 
a couple of times at auction, but despite its publicity, no duplicate has ever shown up. It 


Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Walter Breen 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 29, 1984 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
POD, Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


In Lot #955 of the Virgil M. Brand Collection, Part II, (1776 beaded 
Continental Dollar) you mention the fact that Massachusetts is ahead 
of New Hampshire in the descending geographical order of the emerging 
states and quoted my statement that it was an error. 


I just had second thoughts which I would like you to give me your opinion 
on. Is it possible that Maine being farther north that New Hampshire was 
then considered as a part of Massachusetts? Up to 1820 the District of 
Maine was part of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Perhaps the die 

maker thought the order on the Continental Currency was wrong and that he was 
more correct. 


Since you live in New Hampshire, you can probably solve the probelm for 
me. Should New Hampshire have been first or not? 


I look forward to seeing you on the June 10 expedition you thought up. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Lowis, Missouri 63105 


May 26, 1987 


Me. Phil. Schafran 

c/o American Numismatic Association, Editor 
818 North Cascade 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Dear writer: 


Your article in The Numismatist on George Whitefield was very well pre- 
sented. You must admire him greatly as he didn't need television to 
become a sensation. He wore out and didn't rust. 


There is a curious numismatic relationship to Whitefield's memoirs by 
Gillies (your footnote 6). In trying to identify the initials EG on 

the 1776 Continental Dollar, I located the 1774 edition of Gillies published 
in New York and it has a portrait (probably a copper plate) of Whitefield 
engraved by Elisha Gallandet of New York. The style of artistry in the 
portrait conforms to that of the Continental Dollar and that was important 
evidence when I wrote "The 1776 Continental Dollar Meets its Maker" for 

The Numismatist long ago. | 


I thought you might like to know this piece of trivia. 


incerely, 
§ a 





Po ee 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Phil Schatran 
11222 Aledo 
Daltac, <x 75226 


Eric P. Newman 

c/o Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. boule, MO: G@3105 


June 4, 1987 
Dear Mr. Newman: 


Your letter was forwarded to me recently from the American 
Numismatic Association. I am pleased that you took the time 

to write me. I must say "thank you" for your comment on ehe 
presentation of the article "George Whitefield Commemorated." 

A compliment from someone as eminent in Numismatics as yourself 
is very motivating. 


I own your work on Early Paper Money in America and found 

your “piece of trivia" very interesting. It never ceases 

to amaze me concerning the connections to be found between 
individuals of the Colonial period. I am writing to the A.N.A. 
to secure a copy of your article "The 1776 Continental Dollar 
Meets its Maker." ; 


You have been very kind in sharing your numismatic expertise. 
I am looking forward to reading your article on the Lis 
Dollar. These kind of exchanges between fellow numismatists 
is truly the "heart" of the hobby. 


Warmly, 


a, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
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19 Severens Drive 
Newport, Vermont-05855 


December 27, 1989 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


What a pleasant surprise to hear from you today. I am 
fully aware, as are many numismatists, of your profes- 
Sional excellence and dedication. 


I feel that I must respond to your letter and inouiry 
to correct a misunderstanding on your part. 


With reference to the Coin World item, of 22 November 
1989, "Continental Dollar" coins, I did request perti-e 
nent information concerning this coin. (Your attention 
is invited to my two paragraph reauest for help. See 
attached copy). 


The background information on the Dollar Coin of 1776 
was provided by AS A MATTER OF FACT columnist, Mr. 
Richard Giedroyc, 

I am sure that Mr Giedroyce will be glad to provide you 
with some answers to your desire for sources of informa- 
tion. 

You may rest assured that I harbor no hard feelings. 
With all good wishes and regards, I am 


Sincerely, 





JOZEF F. KRZYSKO 


COIN WORLD, Wednesday, November: 22, 1989 


a rr ee ~ RI 


Continental dollar coins 
identified as patterns 


See 


' A friend of mine has J 
@ in his possession a so- 


calied Continental 2 
dollar coin dated 1776. @ 
The coin is in Very 

Fine with the word 

# currency spelled as 

# CURENCY. 3 
: Would you give me | 


the approximate val- | 4 ) 


ue and any pertinent @ 

information concern- 

ing this coin? 

Jozef F. Krzysko 

Newport, ca y 

Te BP Con tinental dol- 
lar coins were nesaaaiy it produced 


pete 


8 (sietrsemenss 


eg ey 


for the Continental Congress under a secret | 


agreement made with engraver Elisha Gal- 
laudet of Freehold, N.J., during the Ameri- 


can Revolution. Part of the reason for desir- | 
ing coins to be produced of several denomi- ‘ 


nations was to prop up the almost worthless 
Colonial paper money. The other reason 


was to show the rest of the world the rebelli- |- 


ous Colonies were united and capable of 
producing their own coinage as any other 
independent nation. 

Plans called for a loan of silver bullion 


‘from France to produce these coins. The sil- | 


ver never arrived, but at least 14 different 
varieties were produced, listed as Breen 
1085 to 1098 in Walter Breen’s Complete En- 
cyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins. 

You did not submit the-coin in question 
with your letter. There have been many 
copies of these patterns over the years. 
Some of these include an 1876 production 
run for Dr. Montroville W. Dickeson to 
mark the Centennial celebration, copies 
made from the original dies before World 
War I by Thomas L. Elder of New York and 
later from the same dies about 1961-62 by Q. 
David Bowers. At one point the Boy Scouts 
of America rented the dies, while Robert 
Bashlow had transfer dies made from 
Elder’s dies. Other cast replicas have been 
produced to sell as souvenirs or to attempt 
to deceive the public. Without a proper au- 

} = thentication it would be difficult to deter- 
j___ mine if your friend’s specimen is genuine. 


Varieties dictate specimen value} 


As a matter 


of fact 


By Richard Giedroyc 


According to Breen, the diameter shouid hy ate 
be about 40 millimeters. He notes the weight Baa ay 
in tin at a range of 15.03-18.51 grams, in Cop- fegaaies 


per or brass at 14.4 to 15.17 grams and both 
“possibly for 30 to the pound, matching Bir- 
mingham [Mint in England] standards of 60 
halfpence equal to 30 pence to the pound.” 


The design is credited to Benjamin Frank- 3m 


lin, David Rittenhouse and possibly to Fran- 
‘cis Hopkinson, with Gallaudet as the en- 
graver and probably minter. You did not 
mention what metal your specimen is com- 
posed of, but most likely if genuine it would 
be tin and lead (pewter). 

A value cannot be suggested for your 
specimen without examination since there 
are some varieties which are unique while 
others are known from several specimens. 
Varieties exist with “currency” spelled with 
one R or two. According to Breen, the one R 
varieties are due to the use of space rather 
than a lack of the ability to spell. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 2, 1990 


Mr. Richard Giedroyc 
COIN WORLD 

FP. O. Box 150 
Sidney, OH 45367 


Dear Columnist: 


I am most intrigued by your statements in the enclosed answer to the 
Continental Dollar coinage. You said the dollar coins were to prop 
up Continental Currency (it had not depreciated as yet in 1776). You 
Said the plans called for a loan of silver from France, which silver 
never was received. 


Where did you get that information? I have researched this subject 
for 40 years and never heard of it. Thanks. 


Sincerely, 


ne 3 |, aero 


os 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN :bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 4, 1990 


Mr. Philip Mossman 
36 Griffin Avenue 
Hampden, ME 04444 


Dear Phil: 


In my 8/31/90 letter to you about the content of your book draft, I gave 
you some comments on the 1776 newspaper insertions as to a proposed large 
Continental copper coin. I would like to revise it and to expand on it. 


The piece in the Philadelphia paper was a rumor copied from New York papers 
which I believe copied it from a London paper, which apparently received 
its information from a British subject in British occupied New York. 


Admittedly, the Continental Congress in Philadelphia had a coinage committee 
and Jefferson was on it. They were interested in stabilizing the paper money 
and exercising sovereignty by regulating foreign specie coin values and issuing 
their own coin. A coined dollar was definitely needed and the deliberate 
omission of the $1 denomination from four Continental paper money issues 
(New York also omitted a $1 paper denomination) is clear evidence of the 
intent to provide a nitch for such a dollar coin. 


The very few known trials of the earliest 1776 coins are in brass which was 
by recent tests shown to be composed of about 75% copper and adulterated 
mostly with zinc. This was not known as to Variety 1-A or perhaps 2-B when 
Taxay and others gave their opinions. All these brass pieces have decorated 
edges. They are from the early state of the dies with misspellings and poor 
spacing. Brass strikings were then discontinued as to later dies. No coin 
was made of regular copper from any dies of this series. Imagine a new coin 
being planned because base metal or light weight copper pieces were to be 
taken out of circulation and then the new coin itself is a base metal copper 
coin, even though larger. It is preposterous. The completed dies were then 
used to strike pieces in much greater quantity and made of tin with decorated 
edges. (The very rare errors, 4-D and 5-D, have plain edges.) Also, four 


pieces (two of each of two varieties) were struck in silver. Why would so 
many coins be struck in tin if the dies were intended for a copper coin? 
They wouldn't. Only because tin looks more like silver were the strikings 


in tin. No copper coin worth 1/96 of a dollar would be planned with decorated 
edges. 


The size was that of a Spanish silver dollar. Certainly a copper coin would 
not deliberately be made the same size as a current Spanish silver dollar 
as that would be very confusing to the public. The Spanish dollar was the 
standard for the paper currency and therefore any Continental silver dollar 
coin would almost certainly be the same size as the coined Spanish dollar. 


It would be a disaster to have a copper coin the same size as a silver coin 
of almost 100 times greater value. There is no evidence whatever that the 
known experiment was related to a copper coin as large as a Spanish dollar. 


We can now assume the rumor is 100% true. All the trial and pattern evidence 
points to a silver dollar coinage and‘ none to a copper coinage. The rumor 
and the experiment are separate matters entirely. 


You might wish to write up the facts and the logic and let the readers decide. 
In the past, others may have given a contrary opinion, but I firmly feel 
the evidence and logic result in the 1776 Continental Currency dies and coins 
being patterns for a one dollar coin only. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


24 September 1990 


Mr. Laurence Brown 
Christie's 

8, King Street 

St. Jame's 

London, SWLY 6QT 
ENGLAND 


RE: Continental Dollar 
5-D 


Dear Mr. Brown: 
I hasten to respond to your 13 September 1990 letter. 


I have never given any opinion whatsoever on the above coin. I have 
not studied the coin and only saw it for a moment at your bourse table 
in Seattle. 


There was a newsletter-type sheet of Jeff Rock and Jack Collins which 

I recently received which said three people, including me, had said 

_ the coin was genuine. I promptly wrote them that I had given no such 
opinion and that so far as I knew, the other two had not given any written 
opinion. 


I merely want you to have these facts. If you have any other written 
opinions other than the ANACS opinion, I would like a copy. The finding 
of a piece amid a bunch of junk coins is of little significance when 
authenticity is involved. 


It is your decision as to whether you want further study done on the 
4 SY tiie 
piece. i 
( Sincerely yours, a 


eee DO ATI 


Eric P. Newman 
EPN: bv 


c: James Lamb 
Christie's 
502 Park Ave. 
New York, NY 10022 


Christie’s 8. KING STREET, 


CHRISTIE, MANSON & WOODS LTD. LONDON ; S W 1Y 60T 
DIRECTORS 

THE HON. CHARLES ALLSOPP (Chairman) REGISTERED OFFICE 

NOEL ANNESLEY (Deputy Chairman) 

CHRISTOPHER DAVIDGE (Managing Director) i bs 

DAVID N. ALLISON LL.B.(Secretary) Te lephone : 071-839 9060 
ANTHONY COLERIDGE, FR.1.Cs. LILLEMOR MALMSTROM (SWEDISH) Telex: 916429 

MICHAEL BROADBENT, m.w. MARIA REINSHAGEN (SWISS) ae ne 

ROBSON LOWE CHARLES TRUMAN Fi acs imile : 07 1-839 16 11 

HUGO MORLEY-FLETCHER DAN KLEIN 

GREGORY MARTIN FURSTIN ZU HOHENLOHE - LANGENBURG REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO. 1128160 
JOHN LUMLEY JAMES ALABASTER 

PETER HAWKINS DR. ANDREW BILLINGTON VAT NO. 503 3060 06 

CHRISTOPHER PONTER LL.B. DAVID LLEWELLYN 

MICHAEL CLAYTON THE LORD POLTIMORE Please quote in all correspondence 

SIMON DICKINSON COLIN SHEAF 

ANTHONY BROWNE MARK WREY 

FRANCIS RUSSELL HUMPHREY BUTLER Our ref: 

JORG-MICHAEL BERTZ ANTON GABSZEWICZ / 

CHRISTOPHER BRUNKER JONATHAN HORWICH LAB/SER 
ELIZABETH LANE GUY JENNINGS 

CONALL MACFARLANE ANTHONY THOMPSON 

DUNCAN McEUEN ROBERTA THOMSON 

HARTS NYSTAD GERARD FAGGIONATO 

JAMES ROUNDELL FRANCES GILLHAM 

RAYMOND SANCROFT-BAKER TIMOTHY HIRSCH a0 6 eptember 7] 1990 


CHARLES CATOR 
J.A. FLOYD 


A Member of the Christies International plc Group 
The Rt. Hon. The Lord Carrington, k.G. (Chairman) 


Mr Eric P Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St Louis 

Missouri 63105 
USA 


Dear Mr Newman 


Many thanks for your letter of 4 September I gather from James that 
you, in common with several other people, believe the Continental 
Currency to be genuine. Personally, I had no doubt about it, but I 
was somewhat mystified by the ANACS statement and felt that they had 
not considered the piece sufficiently thoroughly. 


The owner, I am sure, would have no objection to a non-destructive 
test, but I think it would be politic to check first. The problem 
is that it would take many days to obtain his permission since he 
spends a great deal of his time away from the United Kingdom. The 
result of that would be that James would miss the deadline for his 
November sale. I suggest that you give James a ring and liaise with 
him on the matter. 


As regards a pedigree for the coin, we have very little I am afraid. 
All I can tell you is that I found it in a box of coins, which was 
Shown to me by a client who had been given them many years ago. The 
remainder of the coins were of no consequence but included a number 
of English eighteenth century tokens and I think it is likely that 
the tokens and Continental Dollar had remained together for some 
considerable time prior to their being given to the present owner. 
Perhaps one may infer from this that the tokens and dollar had 
remained together since the early nineteenth century when the latter 
had been brought back from America? After all, the English were 
great collectors at this period and many a fine eighteenth century 
American coin had turned up here, the collection of Lord St Oswald 
being a case in point. 


—-2=— | 


13 September, 1990 


It is not too uncommon to see Continental Dollars here and, indeed, 
the piece to which I referred in the memo to James (a copy of which 
I sent you) as having a common reverse with die crack in the BM, 
belonged to Sara Banks whose notable collection of coins and medals 
was given to the BM by her brother Sir Joseph Banks, the naturalist 
who accompanied Cook on his first voyage. 


Many thanks again for your help, I am sure James will co-operate in 
any way he can. 


Yours sincerely 





Laurence Brown 
Coin Department 


CC James Lamb 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 21, 1991 


Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 

You sent me an autographed copy of your article on the 1787 Immunis 
Columbia. I have read it twice and I will need to read it further to 
appreciate its amazingly complicated detail. Ogden should be smiling 

in his grave. Isn't it fascinating that there is no mention known of 
such a coin for its first 70-odd years. It was a privilege to read 

your evidence. 

Would you be nice enough to give me the source of the comment in Footnote 
49, Page 1223, which indicates that a pair of Continental currency coinage 
dies could have survived beyond the period of coinage. 

My congratulations. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


hen great collections are sold S8owers and CMerena sells them 








March 27, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your kind comments regarding my Immunis paper. It seems to have met 
with general approval, and I am hoping that Ken changes the listing for this piece 
in the Guide Book. Gary Trudgen has written to say that he does not accept the 
re-dating of the Immunis, because something "feels" wrong to him about it. The 
reasons why he will not are obvious, however. 


The only source for my comment regarding the survival of the Continental Currency 
coinage dies (EG Fecit) is my own suspicion. This is based upon two factors: 
Firstly, many of these survive in brilliant uncirculated condition with full mint 
luster and essentially no signs of gray pest, handling marks, and these may have 
come from a hoard; secondly, I remember being told that an individual purchased 
one in a London pawn shop, in BU condition, in what he described as a hand made 
wooden presentation case, velvet lined, the top of the lid inscribed "1776 
continental coin", the box seeming to be of early 19th century origin. In other 
words, I have no evidence, but only my personal speculation. It is an interest- 
ing thought, but one that is probably unprovable. 


Youre truly, 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 


BOX 1224.* WOLFEBORO, N.H 03894 -« (800) 458-4646 * (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569. 5319 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Philip Mossman November 14, 1994 
36 Griffin Ave 
Hampden, ME 04444-1009 
Dear Phil: 
You inquired about your September 6, 1994 letter about 
Continental coins. I did not receive it. 
Perhaps you should send me another copy. 


Thanks, 


) ‘ 
ne 


Eric P. Newman 


4 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. 2. Seott Rubin February 16, 1995 
P.O. Box 6885 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 


Dear Scott: 
Your article in the recent Asylum intrigued me. Having spent 


some hours on genuine Continental Currency Dollar research in the 
past, I was, interested in your emphasis that Dickeson replica dies 


were made long before the Centennial. My notes show that Henry 
Chapman in the Eaton sale # 203 on May 7, 1929 also says they were 
made in 1874. Do you have that excerpt as I would like a 
photocopy. 


In looking through my colonial junk box I find a thick bronze 
and thick white metal of the Dickeson repo type. I also have a 
thin planchet dark pewter Dickeson copy which seems weak or worn. 

I then located a very bright Dickeson white metal striking in 
an Empire Coin Co., Inc. blue envelope with printed text reading 
"1776 Continental Dollar, Proof restrike in pewter from M.A. 
Dickeson dies prepared in 1876", "Home of America’s Finest Coins". 
I have written in pencil "struck in 1961" and connected the middle 
initial A. to wW. Dave Bowers can therefore tell you what happened 
to the dies as he used them. 

I also have the Dickeson obverse with a Confederatio reverse, 
one in proof white metal and one in copper composition. Where are 
these written up ? 

My junk box is full of surprises as I put Bolens and similar 
trash there. 

Thank you for asking me to help out in the Bibliomania 
Society. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 


Fi 
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By Tom DeLorey 


In recent years, and especially 
in’ this, our Bicentennial year, 
Collectors Clearinghouse has been 
deluged with all sorts of coin-like 
objects sent in by persons seeking 
attributions for these pieces. 
While most of these are nothing 
more than the modern, 
cheaply-cast replicas . that 
shouldn’t fool anybody (but often 
do), occasionally they turn out to 
be pieces that are quite understan- 
dably deceptive due to their high 
quality workmanship. 

The.-most common of these 
pieces are the various “‘restrikes”’ 
of the 1776 Continental dollar 
produced from copy dies whose 
sole major flaw is that they are so 
rauch better than the originals. 
These restrikes have been made at 


a-number of different times by « 


several individuals. —~ 

The first of these issues was 
produced by Professor 
Montroville Wilson Dickeson as a 
souvenir piece for the Centennial 
celebrations of 1876. As a copy it 
suffered only in the fact that the 


engraving and_ striking 
Geers were 


much too 


good, far superior to anything that . 


was produced back in 1776. 


Specimens of this issue were 
struck in silver, copper, lead and 
two substances that have com- 
monly been referred to as white 
metal and pewter. Supposedly 
these latter two alloys can be told 
@part' by the thicknesses of the 
‘pieces struck in them, the former 
‘being three millimeters thick and 
the latter 4mm. 


“In reality, however, it appears 
as though these two metals are 
nothing more than common tin, 
based on specific gravity obser- 
vations. The thickness clues are 
also misleading, as observed 

have been found to be 
aslittle as 2.55 mm. thick. 


@ cause for the confusion nmay 
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SBiéctors Clearing house 


Continental Dollar ‘restrikes’ puzzle some 


BAS hay 





First “restrike’’ of the 1776 Continental dollar, struck from 


copy dies 


produced for Prof. Montroville W. Dickeson in 1876. Listed as HK-854 in 
Hibler and Kappen’s “So-Called Dollars,” this “‘white metal’’ ete: 
appears to be nearly ae tin. 








Third “‘restriking”’ of the 1776 Continental dollar, struck in 1961 from 
copy dies hubbed from Dickeson’s 1876 copy dies. Although originally 
offered as pewter and commonly referred to as being “white metal,”’ 
these pieces appear also to be nearly pure tin. 


chrome, that gave them a much 


different appearance than the 
‘‘pewter”’-finish thicker pieces. 
The result of this plating on the 
thinner pieces is that slightly worn 
specimens show dark, discolored 
high points and brilliant, 
Proof-Like surfaces in the 
protected areas. 

The Continental dollar copy dies 
eventually passed into the hands of 
Thomas L. Elder, the noted issuer 
of 20th century exonumia. Elder 

muled the obverse die with a 


presence of ‘‘tin disease” on oc- 
casional specimens. . 

tarly advertising for these 
pieces from various dealers 
nevertheless referred to them as 
pewter, and stated that they could 


be distinguished from the 


Dickeson pewter strikings by the 
fact that they were only two-thirds 
as thick as the 1876 issues, which 
were commonly thought to be 4 
mm). thick. However, the resultant 
thickness, 2.75 mm., caused the 


vieces ta he annroximatelv the 


, July 14, 1976 





Fourth ' eatrhey" ‘Ad tas ire Continental dette, strhck ta the ably 
1960's from copy dies hubbed from the copy cles produced in 1961, which 
were ‘n turn kubbed from the copy dies produced in 1876: This 

piece was struck in Sitch 





Fitth and final “restriking” oe 17 ot lasek a 


from dies produced from the same hubs used to j 





strike the silver restrike illustrated elsewhers. § oe ain el 
issue is easily distinguished from the others “— \dded inscrip 


obverse and the reverse. * 


of FUGIO remain. On the earlier’ 
pieces the O of YOUR is slightly 
open at the top; onthe latter 
pieces, the O is fully open. On both 
sides of the newer pieces the den- 
ticles have become shorter and 
more detached from the rim. 

A few years later a second set of 
transfer hubs was made, using the 
first set of transfer dies as the 
master dies, from which ad- 
ditional sets of copy dies were 


nradurad Thaca diac arc 





the silver issues were markéd by 
the addition of a capital letter S 
(for silver) on the reverse die near 
the rim between the circles 
representing Delaware and Penn- 
sylvania. 


This marking was not entirely 
necessary, as the silver issues 
could be: distinguished from the tin 
issues of a few years before by 
their weight (approx. 450 grains 

‘. 310 grains). But as the 








Recut W of WE, a feature found on 
all Continental dollar “restrikes’’ 
deriving from the Dickeson copy 
dies and subsequent copy dies. 





Recut first T of CONTINENTAL, 
a characteristic common to all of 
the Continental dollar copy dies. 





specimens have been found to be 
as little as 2.55 mm. thick. 


The cause for the confusion may 
ave been that the thinner pieces 


seem to have been plated with 
some brilliant substance, possibly 


Nikiiae 
; jf qaitit & ; 

Sun-face and rays on the first 
(top), third (center) and fourth 
(bottom) “‘restrikings’’ of the Con- 
tinental dollar. The transfer of 
detail from the first copy die to 
the second copy die was quite 
good, but some of the detail in the 
rays was lost in the transfer to the 
third copy die. 


of 20th century exonumia. Elder 
muled the obverse die with a 
reverse ‘‘Confederation’’ die that 
he caused to be made, and also 
struck a few uniface ‘‘die trials” 
in brass and German-silver. As 
these pieces are very rare and 
seldom encountered by the non- 
numismatist, we need not con- 
cern ourselves with them here, es- 
pecially as they are not as decep- 
tive as the Dickeson strikings due 
to the lack of the proper reverse. 
The “‘original’’ copy dies then 
passed inte obscurity, to turn up in 
1961 as part of a large hoard of 
medal, token and other dies. The 
designs of these two particular 


dies were carefully transferred ~ 


via a hubbing process to new dies, 
with only minor loss of detail in 
the process. _ : 
This second set of copy dies was 
then used to produce the third 
restriking, counting Elder’s mul- 
ings as the second. Approximately 
7,200 pieces were struck from 
these dies, in an alloy that has 
been called both white metal and 
pewter. Again specific gravity in- 
dicates that the pieces are just so 
much pure tin, a diagnosis unfor- 
tunately supported by the 


Composite photograph of the C of CONTINENTAL 
on the three modern copies of the Continental dollar, 
showing die characteristics of each. The illustration 
on the left is of the tin striking of 1961, showing a 
large die gouge crossing the circie below the C. The 
figure in the center, a 90 percent silver striking of a 
few years later, shows a die gouge at the rim 
‘between the C and the O and a faint remnant of the 


WAAAY AAA 


A J a 
un. thick. However, the resultant 
thickness, 2.75 mm., caused the 
pieces to be approximately the 


wae eggsee ev we 


same thickness as the 1876 ‘‘white. 


metal” strikings, necessitating 
the study of die characteristics as 
an absolute means of dis- 
tinguishing between the two. 

On the 1876 Dickeson strikings, 
the sundial on the obverse rests on 
a virtually solid plane or surface; 
on the 1961 striking much of this 
has been lost, especially to the left 
of the sundial where only a few 
irregular areas and a faint horizon 
line level with the bottom of the G 


Asante wee Ve 


master dies, from which ad- 
ditional sets of copy dies were 
produced. These dies are marked 


by the complete disappearance of 
the supporting plane to the left of 
the sundial and_ the 
near-disappearance of it on the 
right. In addition, the upper ends 
of the rays coming off of the sun 
are stunted somewhat, and the 
denticles on either side have again 
diminished somewhat. 

Alloys and mintages of this 
fourth issue were bronze, 5,000; 
goldine, 3,000, and silver (.900 
fine) 2,000. The dies used to strike 


we wees we 


Although not quite in accordance with the provisions of the Hobby 
Protection Act passed some nine years later, the marking COPY on this 
aluminum Continental dollar “restrike’”’ is nevertheless quite explicit. 


4 os z % 
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original die gouge at the circle below the C. The rest 
of the die gouge was removed from the intermediate 
hub used to transfer the design of the first die onto 
the second and third dies shown here. The picture on 
the right shows the aluminum Boy Scout striking of 
1964, struck from a die produced from the same hub 
as produced the die for the silver strike, as shown by 
the small hub defect at the circle. 


issues Ol a few years pelore vy 
their weight (approx. 450 grains 
Vs. approx. 310 grains). But as the 
average person has no access to 
scales capable of telling the two 
apart, the notification was com- 
mendable. 


The fifth issue of Continental 
dollar restrikes was produced in 
1964, when a pair of dies made 
from.the second set of transfer 
hubs was marked with the legend 
6th BOY SCOUT/ JAMBOREE ‘64 
on the obverse and COPY on the 
reverse. The souvenirs were 
struck in aluminum and are 
naturally quite light, although in 
this case weight is not important 
as a distinguishing characteristic. 
There is some question as to 
whether these were indeed ever 
issued as intended, or whether 
they were ordered and struck but 
never delivered. 


Presumably this will also be the 
last issue of Continental dollar 
restrikes, as future issues would 
have to be incused with the word 
COPY in accordance with the 
Hobby Protection Act of 1973, and 
such a marking would probably 
have the effect of seriously 
limiting sales. Also, as this is such 
a beautiful design (to some), it 
would seem a shame to have to 
deface said restrikes with the 
government-mandated marking. 
Therefore, the best thing to do 
would seem to be to leave the Con- 
tinental dollar design alone and to 
MIND (Y)OUR BUSINESS. 


Not a Mint mark, this S between 
Delaware and Pennsylvania on the 
fourth ‘‘restrike’’ stands for 
silver. 
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Compass point marking im t 
center of the obverse of t 
aluminum ‘6th BOY SCOU 
JAMBOREE ‘64” striking, used 
properly align the legends with 
the double circle. 


O of YOUR on the first (top), thi: 
(center) and fourth (botton 
“restrikings’’ of the Continent: 
dollar. The small break at the t: 
of the letter on the first die gre 
considerably during the hu 
transfer from the first die’ to ti 
second one, but not at all durin 
the hub transfer from the secon 
die to the third. 


P. Scott Rubin 

P. O. Box 6885 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
March 2, 1995 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Enclosed is a copy of the title page and page 12 of Henry Chapman’s May 7th and 
8th Sale of 1929. As you will notice on the bottom of page 12, lot 203 is list of a 
Dickeson copy of the Continental Currency. He states the were “Made about 1874.” If 
should be remembered that Henry Chapman was very young 1n 1874 and was not yet 
involved in the coin business. His older brother, S. H. Chapman, starting working for 
John Haseltine in 1875. So Henry probably did not know the exact date of the Dickeson 
copies were first produced. 

I will look around for an article I have read that teils the story of all the restrikes 
made since Dave Bowers became involved with the dies. If I remember correctly this 
article also shows die states in order to tell the difference between these pieces. I believe 
that there was a use of the reverse die with a die made for a Boy Scout Jamboree back in 
the 1960’s.. 

I have never tried to put together a pedigree list of the Confederate Cent. If I 
ever do I will let you know what I find out. 

It was nice hearing from you. Let me know if I can ever help you with any of 
your numismatic projects. 

Sincerely Yours, 


P. Scott Rubin 
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- 12 AMERICAN STATH COINS. PA. MD. CONT’L DOLLAR, 1776. 


other side being a fully struck reverse T. 56-n over 
Conn. (2, 1 dented.) No. 64-t small planchet, 
dented edge. Good. 7 





195 M.18M. 39-d, 43-d, 46-e, 48-g, 54-k, 62-q, 67-v. Poor. 3204 
do not show date. 14 pcs. 
BUNGTOWN OR PENNSYLVANIA COPPER HALF 4205 
he PENCE. ; : 
196 A wonderful collection of these ‘curious copper 007 
pennies of George II and IIT; they were not official, 208 


apparently were allowed to pass current, being 
mostly in Penn., where they were officially recog: 
Commander Eaton has devoted years to gathering : 710 


and English dealers’ hands so that this collection. 311 
must be a very complete one. Poor to fine. Different. , ty 
Numbered by Aitkins. 330 pcs. — 


MARYLAND. 


197 1788 Shilling. I. CHALMERS. ANNAPOLIS. Clasped hands. 
R. ONE SHILLING 1783 etc. Silver. Fair. Deep nick 
on edge of rev. : 

198 (17)90 Three pence. Standish Barry’s coinage. BALTIMORE 
TOWN gJU(LY) 790. Bust of Washington left. R. 








STANDI(SH) BARRY in center THREB PENCE in two lines. = =@ 
Plugged below head. Very fine. Hairline crack in the =F | 6 
planchet. Extremely rare. Crosby, Page 330, fig. 72; = 8 | $217 
\ also plate X No. 23. 
i SS 199 Baltimore Penny struck Copy. Head of Lord Calvert. (| < 218 
ee Card of Wm. Idler. Phila. in field. R. Crown with 2 a 
1 oa pennants. Copper. Unc. 2 pcs. 3 S219 
hs CONTINENTAL CURRENCY DOLLARS 1776. 3 
a 200 1776 Dollar. CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 1776. Sun dial MIND ; SS220 
t YOUR BUSINESS. FUGIO. BG FECIT. R. AMERICAN CONGRESS S 
‘Be WE ARE ONE surrounded by 13 links each with name of @ “221 
—_— State; strange to say New York is spelled YORKE. 
4 | Pewter. Very fine; two slight dents. Very rare. 222 
ee 201 1776 Dollar. Same design but without mc Fxcir. Two R's 223 
“i in CURRENCY. Very good, nick in edge. Pewter. Rare. 
202 1776 Dollar. Same design but with cURHNCY. Pewter. 
Fine. Rare. 224 


2083 1776 Dickeson’s struck copy of next but one preceding. 
Made about 1874. White metal. Proof. 
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COLLECTION 


OF 


COINS AND NUMISMATIC BOOKS 


OF 


COMMODORE W. C. EATON, U.S.N. 


CATALOGUED BY 


HENRY CHAPMAN 


TO BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION 


TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY 
MAY 7TH and 8TH, 1929 


AT 


tas Nos. 1924-1926 CHESTNUT STREET 


PHILADELPHIA 
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milar state of 
Care (350-500) 


t, first type, 
le rarest and 
Ss piece looks 
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tually leaved 
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lever seen or 


(800-1200) 


globe facing 
immed edges, 
‘lectrotypes. 
le grade for 

(100-200) 





ight copper 
ugh points, 
11S evident 
2 Originals. 
» extremely 
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Extremely 
vn In color, 
trotypes to 
real thing! 
(350-550) 









dated Bar “Cent” Copper, copy. Slightly out-of-round, 
314 a with the word “COPY” on the bottom of the reverse. ..... 
ial ear Peeiemumnnner enim rr ce. (50-80) 


Veh sae beSSee SORE FOOD OE SORTED CEH SA 


| 





Undated Bar “Cent” Copper, electrotype. A superb example 
which still has mint red and a light, tan color. As close to the real 
thing as they RSME Secouccn sank RGA Stace ae cae Hert se OS OED Ha (175-275) 


275 


An interesting reference lot of Colonial copies, casts, and 
electrotypes. The following Colonials are represented: 1773 
Virginia Halfpenny, period after GEORGIVS; 1786 Vermont 
Landscape; 1787 CT Copper, Draped Bust Left; Undated Massa- 
chusetts Cent; 1723 Rosa Americana Penny; 1785 CT Copper; and 
1722 Rosa Americana Twopence. All appear to be common types. 
Lot sold “as iS.” (7 COINS). .....sssssesseseersseseeersetentenenseees (200-300) 


277 An interesting reference lot of Colonial electrotypes. The 
following Colonials are represented; 1785 Vermont Landscape; 
Kentucky Token, plain edge; 1787 Massachusetts Half Cent; 1722 


Rosa Americana Penny, uncrowned rose. : Lot sold “as is.” (4 
GUSPIRG Ve ea bs avieSkn Teeny e peo ncn ae ade cen hese (150-200) 


176 


278 A wonderful reference lot of Washingtonia electrotypes. In- 


279 1776 Continental “Dollar”, Bashlow Restrike in Copper,Gem \ 


fers of Dickeson’s dies that were used to strike the Centennial 
GIANG. 5 ints cncsansocndsesbercssans cash snnscnsictonnoeaeanendaenenenzeaeteeion ee (75-100) 


| 280 1776 Continental “Dollar”, Bashlow Restrike in Goldine, Gem 


Prooflike Uncirculated. A later restrike by Bashlow from trans- 
fers of Dickeson’s dies that were used to strike the Centennial 
COPIES. .- Lbrenitswssssnssevertneneseanctenhsentneknnsiasnsneaanenpoavelnss toilet (75-100) 


281 1776 Continental ‘Dollar’, Bashlow Restrike in White Metal 
“Silver”, Gem Prooflike Uncirculated. A later restrike by Bashlow 
from transfers of Dickeson’s dies that were used to strike the 


Centennial copies. A shimmering, blinding example, so flashy, in 


fact, that it will give you a headache if you are not careful. 
Essentially as struck. This is the rarest metal in which this Restrike | 


CENTIES, a sivecescth cyassiwatueabtwanesnesnsiaetnoaracerennsy Byres soeennseataaitts (100-150) j 
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282 Washington Funeral Urn Medal, Baker 166 type, elec pe, 


Extremely Fine or better. A nice, well-executed example, with 
excellent detailing and traces of original mintred. Very scarce, this 
example being the first we have SEEN. «1... (225-375) 


283 1794 Half Cent Electrotype Very Good-10. Breen-2, Cohen 2. 
Plain edge, small corrosion spot at 2 o’clock on the outer edge. The 
reason for the creation of a coin as common as this is inexplicable; 
perhaps this was one of the rare Large Edge Lettering variety. ... 

eg tak ited ipso PEED CA boc AAR aga SHEP RITE (50-70) 

284 A mishmash of world coins and tokens, including two 
unattributed Conder tokens of halfpenny size, an 1815 1/2 
Stiver from Ceylon (KM-890), a well-worn and barely legible 
British Halfpenny of the late 1700’s type, and a 1791 Sierra 
Leone Penny (KM-2.1) Electrotype. All of the coins, with the 
exception of the British piece, have been cleaned and have an 
unnatural orange color. Nevertheless, this is an interesting lot. 
C5 GOUNS)s ceacsdenscntiousensccninns nntanicatensreauneeerareeetoneinmneens (est. open) 


Prooflike Uncirculated. A later restrike by Bashlow from trans- \ 


British Provincial 
“Condor Tokens” 


In the late 1700’s, a wide variety of tokens, 
halfpenny size, became the craze of coin collecto1 
Britain. Because of the advances in minting techn 
quantities of high-quality coins and tokens could be p 
British minters. In America, we are familiar with one ( 
Boulton & Watt, because of the relationship our ow 
with them in its early years. Also, American co 
familiar with a handful of the British tokens becat 
inclusion in our own series of Colonial coinages. 
include the rare New York Theater token, the Kentt 
issues, the Talbot, Allum & Lee issues and mules, and 
Washington issues (most notably the “Roman Hea 
1792). Far fewer American collectors are aware 
quantity and great variety of similar tokens which a 
today, many at very inexpensive prices. This group © 
become known as British “Conder” tokens, named 
Conder, who published “An Arrangement of Provi 
Tokens and Medalets, issued in Great Britain, Irel 
Colonies, within the last twenty years; from the fai 
penny size; in two volumes, octavo, with three plate 
tions.” This work by Conder became the standard refe 
series until Dalton & Hamer produced “The Provit 
Coinage of the 18th Century” in 191 0. The tokens off 
numbered using the Dalton & Hamer (D&H) refere 


285 1794 Bedfordshire/Leighton Buzzard Halfpenr 
Fine. D&H-3c. The obverse features a girl ma 
reverse a lamb. 


286 1795 Cambridgeshire/County Halfpenny Ext 
heavily lacquered. D&H-12. Druid’s head ob 
reverse. 


287 1794 Durham/Braintree Halfpenny Extremely f 
D&H-4. Softly struck in the centers. The reverse di 
of Hope supporting (or being supported by) an anc 


288 1794 Essex/Chelmsford Halfpenny Extremely | 
Shire Hall is pictured on the obverse; the reverse dis 
sceptre and other items alluding to the King and ¢ 


289 1793 Hampshire/Petersfield Halfpenny Ex 
cleaned. D&H-48. In a straight-faced, clinic 
Dalton & Hamer note that this variety differs from 
because, on the obverse, “The gender of the hors 
aple.”. 


i 


290 1796 Hampshire/Portsea Promissory Halfpen: 
better, possibly cleaned and retoned. D&H-7‘ 
jointly by three merchants, presumably due to 
halfpennies. Design elements include a man-of-wi 
and St. George slaying the dragon. 


291 1794 Kent/Canterbury Halfpenny Extremely 
and retoned. D&H-6. This token gives a nice vie 
cathedral at Canterbury. 


292 1794 Kent/Dover Halfpenny Very Fine, cleane 
16. The obverse of this piece shows a portrait of W. 
displays the arms of Dover. 


293 1794 Kent/Hawkhurst Halfpenny Very Fine. 
reverse shows the Kentish horse in a shield. 


294 1795 Middlesex/Davidson’s Halfpenny About 
possibly cleaned, yet still attractive. D&H-26 
features a triangle showing the relationship bet 
Lords and Commons. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
March 6, 1995 


Mr. P. Scott Rubin 
P.O. Box 6885 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 


Dear Scott: 


Thank you for the Eaton sale catalog information. Chapman probably learned 
about the 1874 origin from reading a Woodward catalog much later in his life. 


I call your attention to the enclosed excerpt from a catalog just issued by Early 
American Coppers stating that Bashlow was involved in the restriking of the Dickeson 
pieces. I had no idea Baslow was involved and wonder if Lynette is confusing 

this matter with the Confederate cent restrike which Baslow did make. I therefore 
look forward with interest to your locating the restrike information since Bowers 
actually was involved. If you can't find the articles about Bowers' involvement, 
perhaps Dave will tell you, as you can telephone his office at 1-800-458-4646. 


Thank you for your help. 


Si — 
‘ | 
—¢. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


John Kleeberg November 8, 1995 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 155th St. 
New York, NY 10032 


Dear John: 


Your item from AJN as to US coinage in Philadelphia is total 
fiction and has caused many arguments. The writer was in New York 
which was occupied by the British and got his misinformation on 
what was going on in Philadelphia which was in American hands when 
the letter was sent to the English press. It may have been a rumor 
relating to Continental Currency Coinage but neither silver nor 
copper coinage ever occurred and the exchange rate is impossible. 

The item has unquoted portions on other coinage matters. 

Forty thanks for noticing it. 


SAncerely, 






Eric P. Newman 


TELEPHONE 
(212) 234 - 3130 


TELEFAX 
(212) 234-3381 





THE-AMERICAN -NUMISMATIC:- SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 + INCORPORATED !865) 


BROADWAY: AT-155T4- STREET 


NEW - YORK “NY 10D 32 


December 4, 1996 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


About two months ago, when Mark Wenner was so helpful to us in getting that 
remarkable plain edge Continental dollar photographed, I mentioned to you 
that Noyes and Ringo came across a "Continental penny" in the collection of 
the Smithsonian Institution - dies Newman 2-C. You said you had not heard 
of it, but I am sure you will remember it as soon as you see the photograph. 
I personally think it is just a trial strike to test the dies on a worn 
counterfeit halfpenny (probably - no trace of undertype is visible, alas); a 
set-up piece. Anyway, here is the photograph Bill Noyes sent me; Noyes very 
often sends me photographs of anything really weird or unusual, because he 
knows I am a sucker for the real oddball stuff. This is probably the small 
flan copper penny mentioned by Breen under his number 1093 in his 
Encyclopedia; Breen usually remembered anything he saw, although he did not 
always remember exactly where. 


Best wishes for Hanukah. Apropriately enough, I am reading through 
Mommsen’s Roemische Geschichte, and I have just reached the war of the 
Romans against King Antiochus. The Seleucids and all other Hellenistic 
monarchs were really total scuzzers. 


All baa | best, 





Jolin M. Kleeberg 
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Phone: 212/234-3130 
Fax: 212/234-3381 
E-mail: Infe@AmNumSoc.Org 





THE:-AMERICAN :‘NUMISMATIC: SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 + INCORPORATED |I865) 


BROADWAY: AT:1557T#-STREET 


New -YoRK: NY. 10032 


September 5, 1997 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Today's shipment. You are quite on top of things - you knew the date of the 
vale real for Luisiana was 1795 before I finished describing it. So you 
probably have this Charles III catalogue, but I am sending photocopies of 
the pages if you do not. 


The article on the Wildenstein matter is at home - I don't think I'll be 
able to photocopy it for you until I get back from the International 
Numismatic Congress in Berlin. 


This morning I had occasion to consult the section in Breen's encyclopedia 
on Continental dollars in tin, and I noticed that he gives the range of 
weights as 15.03 - 18.51 grams. But the O'Hara specimen, which we were able 
to examine thanks to Mark Wenner, weighs 18.995 grams. That makes sense - 
it is a jumbo flan. I guess Breen did not weigh it when he catalogued the 
Pine Tree auction of April 1975. There is no weight listed in the catalogue 
entry. But I have finally been able to locate the photograph of that lot - 
at the very end of the catalogue, on the page that follows lot 1869. All 
auction catalogues are done to very tight deadlines and I am always amazed 
not that there are mistakes in auction catalogues, but that there are so few 
mistakes in auction catalogues. 


All the,best, 


*s Mole 
) Kleeberg 
// 
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Washington University Library called 
Lis 00 AaeMe 


Journals of Continental Congress are 
located in their library under U.S. 
Continental Congress or under title 
of Journals of Continental Congress, 
There are 3h volumes and are #973,31. 





January 5, 2013 


Dear Eric, 


Along with the reprinted material, | have included a little information about the 
New York Society bookplate, the Whitefield engraving and the medal. | copied 
the information as is, directly from the Internet so that the source is included. 


Please let me know if you need better images or further information. 


Best, 


X 


Neo 4 4 CAAA — 
Maureen 
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Kings College Literary Prize (Columbia University) - New York, 1768 _ 


Although the first documented American school medal was the gold medals which Benjamin Franklin brought to Philadelphia, the earliest extant 
American school medal and apparently the first actually made on this side of the Atlantic is this elaborately engraved medal given by the Literary 
Society of King's College in New York, which is known today as Columbia University. 


This medal comes in two versions - an English made version executed in London and hallmarked RR for Richard Rugg, and this American made 
version engraved in New York by Elisha Gallaudet, who is believed to have engraved the dies for the Continental Dollar. They are exactly the same 
except for the natural stylistic differences you'd expect from two different engravers. 


The legend "Praemium Literarium Collegium Regalis Novi Eboraci in America Benjamino Moore" translates as "A Literary Prize of the Royal College 
of New York in America, to Benjamin Moore". "In Lumine Tuo Videbimus Lumen" means "In Your Light We Shall See Light" and "1st Pet. II 1.2." 
refers to a verse from the Bible. The legend "Eximio Juveni propter Insignes In Artibus Progressus" means "To an Exceptional Youth on Account of 
Noteworthy Progress in the Arts". 





Sources: 


American School Medals "13. Kings College Literan $ | eee : - , : 
Neofollect home - shane thin show oF — ‘Next Slide » | 


Linked to communities: Medal Collectors (Featured) 





Google new york society bookplate gallaudet minerva 


Books Qa a => @ cl x oo 





| Result 4 of 1 in this book for new york society bookplate gallaudet minerva_ 


EBOOK - FREE 


Add to my library Write review 


crucible is placed, with the rays of the sun spreading 
out behind it. Signed, Rodinson Se. New ord, 


Get this book in print ¥ 612. New Yors. Zhe Property of the College of Physicians and 


oe () Reviews 





American book-plates: a guide 


to their study 
By Charles Dexter Allen, Eben Newell 
fewins 


new york society bookplat Go 
About this book 

> My library 

> My History 


Books on Google Play 


Terms of Service 


Surgeons of the University of the State of New York. 
An oblong printed label with type border. This 
college was established in 1807, and is now a part 
of Columbia College. 


Write review 613. New York, New York Society Library. 


This plate is armorial in form, but presents no real 
arms. ‘The central frame, of Chippendale design, 
contains four quarterings, which represent the arts 
of Astronomy, Navigation, Geography, Mathematics, 
and Literature; Religion also is represented. 
Mercury and Minerva support the frame, standing 
upon the ribbon which bears the name ; above the 
frame sits Apollo with his broad back to the full- 
shining sun; clouds which resemble toy balloons 
rise about him. Beneath the frame appear the 
outskirts of a city, with spires and towers visible ; 
directly under this is the word AfAenia in Greek 
(presumably to suggest that New York City was 
the modern Athens) ; a closed chest with a lighted 
candle upon it has these words on it, sed in cande- 
fabro, and an open book bears across its face the 
motto, Nosce teipsum. Signed, E. Gallaudet. 
Se. Illustrated in “Ex Libris Journal,” Vol. III, 


page 141. 


614. New York. Mew York Society Library. 


Pictorial, ‘The interior of the library is shown ; 
Minerva, helmeted, and with spear resting against 
her arm, leans upon a_ pillar; before her, in 


Maureen Levine 


Page 255 * 
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+ Share 





Result 1 of 1 in this book for —* whitefield —— engraving gallaudet 








eee GALLAUDET, Elisha, Worked in New-York, 1759 till 
1774+ 

comer 181. Rev. GEORGE WHITEFIELD. Arrer Hove. 

0 Reviews Three-quarter length, standing, slightly to right, arms raised. 

7 | Write review Before him a book on a cushion. Church interior. Oval, 


37 


A descriptive catalogue of an 
exhibition of early engraving in 
America ... 

By Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 


george whitefield frontisp Go 
About this book 


> My library 
> My History 


Books on Google Play 
Terms of Service 


framed ; on the base below, a tablet inscribed: George White- 


field, M. A. | Busha Gallaudet ——— sculpt. N York. 1774 ' 
Be. 6%. W. 3S, All in rectangle, b.-1. 
S. h. 3.3. S. w. 2.20. Graver-work. 


In: Memoirs of . . . Rev. George Whitefield . . . New York: 1774. 
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Literary Prize of King’s College, New York, 
by Elisha Gallaudet (1768) 
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EXIMIO JUVENI PROPTER INSIGNES IN ARTIBUS PROGRESSUS — 
“To an Exceptional Youth on Account of Noteworthy Progress in the Arts” 
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